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IN GENERAL. 


Frar rA myſelf it needs 
no apology in the prefent 
age, where every perſon 
turns writer, to publiſh a book, 
which the generality of the 
world may, probably, think not 
worthy their peruſal. It is wich 


a conſciouſneſs of 1 my great i W 


8 _ bil, 


| bility, that I therefore take. the 
liberty of dedicating this work. 
to the humane, though weaker 
ſex, with a view of having my 
errors compaſſionated, and my 
faults not too ſeverely ſeruti- 
ni ized. 
"If 2 may * permitted, with- 
out oftentation, to mention my 
defign in publiſhing, | it is, in the 
firſt place, to point out to the 
youth of my own ſex the neceſ- 
fary ſteps, in my opinion, to at- 
tain true happineſs in this world, 
and an everlaſting habitation in 
the world to come, All which 
R Ar — | 
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may be comprehended i in a true 
knowledge and reverence of our 
Creator, gratitude to our friends 
and benefactors, duty to our re- 


lations, and conduct towards a 
huſband. 


In each of theſe ations of 
life, my readers will find I have 
had great difficulties to contend 
with; but by the providence of 
an Almighty Being, and by a 
ſtri& adherence to my duty, I 
am delivered from all the miſeries 

that might be inflicted in this 
world, and am now in the full 
poſſeſſion of peace, harmony, 
and joy. My 


My next deſign is, with ſub- 
miſſion, to convince the vain 
ones of this ſex, what a ridi- 
culous figure they make, when 


they mangle and diſtort nature, 
with a view to appear in a more 
conſpicuous light than their 
education, fortune, or abilities, 


| 

| have deſigned them for. And, 

| - Thirdly, My intention is, by 
the | many viciſſitudes of för- 


tune I experienced in about five 


| | years, and the number of droll 
Characters Þ met- with in that 
ſhort ſpace of time, to inſpire 
on: "= 9 with ſerious re- 
n flections, 


wi i. 
flections, and the gay with plea- | 
ſantry and humour. 

Having thus declared my in- 
tention, I hope the generality. of 
the world will approve of my 
deſign; and that all who do-me 
the honour to peruſe this work, 
will conſider it was written by a 
female, and publiſhed with a 
view of doing good. 
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Bede l December. | 
Dear Mira, 2 $1 
2 'T'is needleſs for me to combats 
I have often told you at Griſdale 
© ſchool, that my parents were 
people of ſome diſtinction in the north, 
and that at nine years of age, they left 
me (their only child) in poſſeſſion of 
22,0001. My guardians you have ſeen; 


but as outward appearances do too often 


„ „ 


— 


differ 


differ from the inward man, I think for 
our mutual fatis faction I ought-to give 
. you a particular deſeription of them. 
Know then, my dear girl, that Mr. 
Beaufort, who was ſte ward to my fa- 
ther, is at this time about ſeventy years 
of age, and has all che infirmities of 
dotage ſtrong upon him; among which 
(as the moſt weak and deteſtable of all) 
he, as well as his want of teeth and 
ſhortnefs of breath will admit of; is for 
ever talking of pretty girls, bragging of 
the many imaginary favours he receives 
from them, and taking every opportu- 
nity to be in their company; where it 


would make you laugh to ſee the infi- 


nite pains he takes; and the many inef- 
fectual methods he practiſes, with an 
it inſpires laughter, creates diſguſt. And 
I believe my dear Mira will join with all 
_w * and more 0 partculaaly with 
3 555 © oe girls 
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girls: of our age; in abhotring all fach 
ſtrange, and (it is to be N uncom- 
mon. mortals. 

Mr. Egerton, the mot N of 
bins was Ike wiſe choſen by my father 
to have the care of my education ; his 
age about forty; his perſon agreeable, 
his diſpoſition amiable, and his fortune 
eaſy; add to this the bleſſing of a help- 
mate equal to himſelf in goodneſs, and 
ſurpaſſing moſt of her ſex in the perfec- 
tions of her perſon. They have only « 
ane ſon living, who is betrothed to 4 
lady of great fortune in the neighbour- 
hood; and who, Iam ſorry to inform 
you, bears not the beſt of characters, 
in regard to her temper; which, if true, 
I. hope the young man will diſcover be⸗ 
fore he puts on the yoke of matrimomp; 
a yoke, which out of ninety-nine that 
put it on of the maſculine: gender, it is 
in * fifty live to get rid of it again; 

B 2 ſo 


5 Ter 


ſo cautious of the means of preſerving 
life are the feminine, and 1 incautious 
tho other ſex. 

Having now given you; a Kathful 
deſcription of my preſent parents, I 
muſt inform you that my father has 
been ſo inconſiderate as to ſettle my 
fortune on a worthleſs nephew, if I 
marry without the- hae OE] both of 
them. g 

It is with great concern \ that 1 am 
8 obliged to make this reflection on (next 

to God) the immediate author of my 
being; and whom, though my tender 
years were not capable of forming a 
proper judgment of, I am bound, 
through duty, inclination, and affec- 
tion, to ever honour and revere. 

My father, I learn from all his ac- 
quaintance, was eſteemed a wiſe and 
prudent man. If ſo, how could he: ima- 


eine that two ſuch e tempers 
f _— 
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ſhould ever agree But however, my 
dear, we mult raiſe no imaginary trou- 
bles, nor harbour any ſuſpicions 1 in. our. 
breaſts, that may never come to the teſt. 
It ſuffices then to tell you, that imme- 
diately on my leaving ſchool, which 
you know was in Auguſt laſt, I repaired 
to Mr. Egerton's, where I have an op- 
portunity of ſeeing the molt polite com- 
pany,” and converſing with the moſt 
rational kind of people. I will endea- 
vour to paint to you the happy ſituation 
of this worthy couple, and if I fall 
ſhort in my deſcription (which 1 think 
no pen can keep up to) J hope it will 
be imputed to my want or 1 5 and 
not to any other motive. 

Form to yourſelf, dear Mie, a new⸗ 
bult houſe moſt "elegantly furniſhed, 
hanging gardens, of which-there are 
four, with zig-zag walks ; at_the bot- 
tom a fine meadow, winch, reaches to 

1 the 


To 6 
the ſea; where, in full view] ,of this 
earthly paradiſe, . you may ſee. ſhips, - 
boats, and floops,.. continually paſſing. 
and repaſſing: behind is a wood, 
which being cut into walks, and filled 
with Chineſe buildings, affords. (if 1 
may be allowed the expreſſion) the - 
moſt lively ſolitude, In this retire- 
ment the happy pair are to be ſeen 
every evening that the weather will 
permit, arm in arm, enjoying the ſong- 
ful choriſters, and their own. more 
harmonious converſation. I have. the 
happineſs of being ſometimes in their 
company; and when Mr, Charles, their 
ſon, is not on duty at Brownſcombe *, 


we have the additional happineſs of his; 
Which I aſſure you is no {mall one, as 
I find him a cpa n 


young man. ” 


- — Fr: bw — — 8 — — I — 
be houſe of Mrs. Glover. 


Thus 


"7. 


Thus have I given you a minute de- 


 feription of my preſent happy Situation, 
which may I long continue to enjoy 3 z 


and that you may live to hear I do, is 
the earneſt prove 15 


"Dear Mira, 


Tour moſt fincere friend, | 


| Sor BIA, 


LETTER II. 


Vallapit-houſe, Py, 
A M at a loſs for proper words to 
L expreſs to my dear Mira my preſent 
- . unhappy circumſtances. Mr. Beaufort, 
that peſt of ſociety, who envies every 
body of ſuperior merit to his own, bas 
infiſted on having an equal ſhare of my 
company with Mr. Egerton; and as it 
might be of dangerous conſequence to 
diſoblige him, I was laſt Thuriday 
drove in the old letcher's vis-a-vis from 
Egerton-hall to Vallapit-houſe. is 
Tou will now, I ſuppoſe, expect a 
deſcription of the place; but oh! how 
ſhort does it fall of that peaceful man- 
fion which I laſt quitted. 
The houſe, furniture, and ſervants, 
are of a piece, all diſorder and confu- 
ſion. 


— 


enn 
7 fion. There is, indeed, a female ſu- 
perintendant, which Mr. Beaufort takes 
pains to acquaint the world is his kept 
miſtreſs; although I verily believe the 
woman to be entirely virtuous, and 
quite ignorant of the ſcandalous report. 
We riſe at ten, breakfaſt at eleven, 
ſtroll about amongſt the weeds in the 
garden till twelve (for Mr. Beaufort 
hates reading); dine at one; and from 
that hour until fix, the old gentleman 
is cleaning and ſprucing himſelf up for 
ſome public amuſements, at the next 
great city; where he is ſo uperlatively | 
happy as to enjoy the company of 
youth, and where he is no leſs enter- | 
tainment to them, than. they are to 
rn 

Yeſterday we e had the 7 2 SH of his 
two fi ſters company at dinner; anti- 
quated virgins, with long noſes, ſharp 
ching, Frarthy complexions, wrinkled 
B 5 faces, 
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faces, and warped ſhoulders; add to 
this, the moſt envious, bitter, talkative 
diſpoſitions that ever mortals were poſ- 
ſeſſed of: and how will it ſurprize you 
to be told, that all this load of imper- 
fections is out- balanced by vanity! As 
a ſpecimen of which, I will, as. near 
as I can recollect, give you the conver- 
ſation at table. © Bleſs me, Miſs Ta- 
e bitha! what have you got on your 
« head?” —<, Why! a pompone, Miſs 

«© Ruth, with pink-blown glaſs in it.” 
„Well, I never ſaw it before.” — 
41. To be ſure not; for 1 have no 
4 idea of being dreſſed like two poſt- 
4 chaiſe horſes, that there is no know- 
. © ing one from the other. 

Oh! dear Miſs, you need not 
« trouble yourſelf to vary in dreſs; for 
] believe it is eaſy to diſcern three 
« years difference in our faces. I beg 
* your pardon 2 700 Miſs Ruth, as the 


young 


| Os. 
* young Mr. Roberts took me, but yeſ- 
« terday, for the younger ſiſter.— “ I 
am ſurprized at that, Miſs Tab, 
re when before your face he paid meſo 
e many compliments. Oh! if you 
* come to compliments, Miſs Ruth, I 
te will ſhew you a lift of fine things 
* that have been ſaid to me within 
« theſe two years, that would make 
« your eyes ſpit fire.” Upon which 
the brother interfered with an obſerva- 
tion not mal a propos. B 
«Bleſs me, ſiſters! now you tall of 
« fire in the eyes, I cannot help ob- 
« ſerving that at your years they muſt 
e needs have loſt. all that ſparkling 
« quality.” Upon which the two old- 


young ladies, as it were in one voice, 


went on as follows. Heavens bleſs 
* me, brother Noah! what do you 
think of yourſelf, that are cutting | 
be 8 of ſixteen; and E. upon 
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every Ing. girl. that you ſee?” — 
Think of. myſelf, ſiſters ! - why, 
e think that. a man of ſeventy is as 
« young as. a woman of ſeyenteen.” — 
ce Oh! bleſs. us, bleſs us; what Ra | 
10 muſt we be then, who in the courſe 
5 of years are Feng. of chreeſcore — 


« 


your, ges, and. thus to make public 
% in my family, what I have been 
« endeavouring to keep with the ut- 
20 > maſt Serge But ſince what has 
1c en he ſubject, 3 not nde 
« pretty Miſs Sophy with any more of 
« our diſputes. 

This gentle rebuke had a proper * | 
fe, and we paſſed t the remainder of the _ 
day. in talking of the neweſt-patterned 
ruffles, what colours were moſt be- 
coming to ſuch and ſuch complexions, 


and the like idle diſcourſe, 5 In 


— 
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In the evening we played a pod. at 
quadrille, at a halfpenny a fiſh; where 
the brother. and ſiſters diſagreed greatly, 
as the ladies took it in their heads that 
Mr. Beaufort favoured me. After ſup- 
per the ladies began to pin up their pet- 
ticoats, and put on their ſafeguards, in 
order to mount a couple of double 
horſes, behind the gardener and the 
| clerk of the pariſh, When Abraham, 
Mr. Beaufott's hind, informed the la- 
dies that it rained; notwithſtanding | 
which, brother Noah could not be 
prevailed on to lend his vis-a-vis, al- 
ledging that his horſes and equipage 
were appropriated only to the young 
and fair. 

Thus were poor Mis Tabitha and 
Miſs Ruth obliged to run the riſk of 
their lives, becauſe—attend, all aged 
- women——1 ſay, becauſe they were 
more than ſixteen. 

i 1. I 


- By this day month, I hope to write 
to you again; and am, "oF 


My Dear, 


# 


Yours ſincerely, 


SoPHIA; 


ET. — 
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8297 Great Houſe. 
My Dear, 


Can again aſſume 3 pen with 
pleaſure, and inform you that I 


am got out of Mr. Beaufort's clutches; 
who, would you believe it? has made 


me an offer of marriage. I immedi- 
ately acquainted the good Mr. Egerton 
with it, and deſired his protection; 
which, as a true friend, he ſincerely 
offered me; but, like the dog in the 
manger, Mr. Beaufort, who could no 


longer (as he was pleaſed to term it) 


enjoy my company, was determined 
Mr. Egerton ſhould not. And as 1 
was reſolved to leave his houſe at all 
eyents, he began to enquire for a pro- 


> per ſituation for me; and by the conſent 


\ 5 of 
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of both parties, it was 3 right for 
me to live with my grandmother's ſiſ- 
ter, an aged woman; who, though ſhe 
has many good quallties, has as many 
oddities. She lives, or rather exiſts, 
in a little village near the ſea, in an old 
ruin of my great grandfather' s, which 
very probably has ſuffered no alteration 
for the better ſince his deceaſe,, and will 
7 poſſibly 1 never be more ruinous than at 
preſent; the ivy being ſo ſtrongly united, 
khat it is not e the walls Will give 
more way. 
\T he i ivy in the hall, wp creeping into 
every creek, and through every broken 
pane of glaſs, has made an arbour over 
head, and adds much to the gloomineſs 
of the place; ; ſcreech-owls and | bats take 
up t their habitation there by day, and by 
night fly about and amuſe us with their 


hideous yells. Ho os att 
Without doors every thing beſpeaks 
what” 


Lo 
,» 
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what has been in old times; large fin- 
ponds, with duck iſlands, which for- 
merly were the delight of our anceſtors, 
ſerve only now to waſh the horſes heels 
in; and many other things, too tedious 
to mention, have ſuffered by the hand 
of time. Yet to my good aunt's credit 
be it known, that the giants cut in yew- 
trees, birds, ' beaſts," &c. are kept con- 
tinually clipt, as well as two great 
chairs of the ſame manufacture; one of 
which I inadvertently ſat down in, and 
diſcompoſed greatly, as well as my 
cloaths; and had there been any wits 
near me, they would have had a fair 
opportunity of diſplaying al that could 
be ſaid on a green gown. Mrs! Grave- 
nor, my aunt, is certainly a character, 
though very far from a bad one; her 
morning, from ſeven to twelve, is taken 
up in adminiſtering relief to the ſick 
and needy, Who give her, very de- 

. | ſervedly, 
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| ſervedly, their daily. prayers. We dine 
punctually at one; and, as if to make 
up for our want of company, we are 
overlooked by at leaſt. eighteen of our 
Anceſtors in lacker frames, whoſe want 
of colour makes them appear rather 

like the portraits of ghoſts than men ; 
- howeyer, they afford an inexhauſtible 
fund of converſation for my good old 
aunt, who ſays, it is her opinion that 1 
ſhould be made acquainted with my 
family, which I am fearfully appre- 
henſive ſhe can trace back to the de- 
luge; all I can hitherto collect is, that 
if Lerr, in her opinion I am- the firſt 


1 the race that ever did. 


Not to give you a tireſome deſcrip- | 
tion of every particular, I will be brief, 
and tell you (though perhaps you may 
not believe me) that I am ſettled very 
much to my ſatisfaction; and as I can- 
not return to Egerton-hall, I hope no- 

a | thing 


"Ea. 


( ww 1 
thing but a good huſband will take me 
from hence. We are within three 
miles of my dear good friends, Mr. 
and Mrs. Egerton; and I am to meet 
them to-morrow by the water-ſide, to 
go up the river on a party: of plea- 
ſure. Tas 

1 cannot omit 40 great bendefneh 
of my aunt, who is making me a ſcat- 
let cloak for the occaſion, 5 notwithſtand- 
ing it is the tenth of June. —I ſhall 


regularly give you an account of my 


tranſactions once a month; and as 1 
may depend on your Tecrecy, ſhall not 


conceal the very inward motions of my 


heart. 1 am, 1 
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Med aa” + Deab Great Houſe. 
Dar Mira, r ae en "OY "bg 
N recollecting where I left off i in 
my laſt letter, which I ſhall al- 
ways endeayour to do, I wuſt enter on 
a, deſcription of our water ſcheme, 
which I aſſure you was quite delight- 
ful, and conſiſted of the following 
party Mr. Egerton and his lady, Mr. 
Charles Egerton, Miſs Harriot . 
her mother, a widow lady, Sir Edwi 
Buck, a true Fox-hunter, that lives in 
the neighbourhood, Captain Corbett of 
the Noneſuch ſloop, and myſelf : the 
Captain had prepared French horns and 
other muſic; Mr, Egerton a variety of 
proviſions and good liquor; and Sir 
Edwin Buck two hounds to help to 
devour 


9 


5 21 11 
devour it, to the no ſmall annoyance 
of the ladies, as they were perpetually 
leaping into our laps, and ſometimes 
ſnatching the meat out of our hands: 
Sir Edwin did not trouble himſelf with 
making any apology; and when Mrs. 
Glover ſeemed a little apprehenſive they 
would ſpoil her eloaths, he made this 
wiſe obſervation, that people ſhould. be 
dreſſed accordingly; as if in the com- 
mon courſe of things we were never to 


get into a boat wihout: two fox . 


in company. 
This warhy doi is $A. hn nd: 


twenty, has a good perſon, and a mo- 
derate ſhare of common ſenſe; but by 
too indulgent parents has been cooped 
up in a nurſery, and has ſcen no farther 
into the world than, a ſtag chace has 
cartied him. Mrs. Glover appears to 
be a well-bred genteel woman; Miſs 
Run rather agreeable than over- wiſe; 

thou gh 


. 
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the utmoſt propriety, and we returned 
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Srojhy! by her very polite bebaribür to 


her mother in publie, I ſhould doubt 
her duty in private, eſpecially as I have 


had ſome hints to the contrary, Cap- 


tain Corbett is a true tar, and ſung us 
a jovial ſong with a loud and clear 
voice. We were fix hours upon the 


water; and, though a mixture of cha- 


racters, every thing was conducted with 


to our reſpective homes as chearful as 
we met. I had almoſt forgot to tell 


you that we were carried aſhore on the 
, gentlemen s ſhoulders; and it fell to my 


lot to be conveyed on the ſhoulders of 
Sir Edwin, who, by ſome unlucky flip, 


fell to the ground, and threw: off his 
charge, which luckily e 
| and nothing more. 


My red cloak was n left 


in the boat, which was ſufficient to con- 
| vince wi aunt that 1 10 caught cold, 


and 
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and 1 was fack-wheyed accordingly, 
which ſhe'is-with as much reaſon con- 
vinced has carried it off. Five days 
paſſed without any thing worth relating, 
when I received the following ticket 
from Sir Edwin, which I ſend you in 
the ſame language and . as it 
came to my hands. 9279255 

„ Sir Edwin Buck 8 his 
«- humbel ſarvice to. Miſs Soffi God- 


« dard, Ind daten to now how fhe is 


« affter her jurney.” 

This F anſwered in a civil manner ; 
hugh its coming ſo late was certainly 
a great abſurdity. Three days after, I 


received from him a preſent of a brace 


of hares; two days after that a: copy of 


verſes, which the ſervants had orders to 
deliver into my hands, and were as fol- 
1 1 4 j el x By 


lows 


A, in a boat L happy ws 
With Soffi by my fide 
| Manny 


n 
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| Manoy thots: I had how to gett 
Sweet Soffi for my bride. © 


Money I knew no power had 
With Soffi to preyale;' 
| Neither had nature formed my brain. 
0 tell a love-ſick tale. 


n dear Soffi, then oy hart 
Which honeſty delivers; 
And till from you I here my abel. 1 
Oh how it ſhakes and quivers! 
To this I made no other reply, than 
that I was a novice to all things of 
this nature, and deſired he would 
not trouble himſelf with ſending me 
any more of the kind, leſt he ſhould 
receive an anſwer which would not be 
| perfectly. agreeable to him. Accord- 
ingly I heard nothing more from 
him, until laſt Sunday, when my aunt 
and ſelf en 170 ſervice at Den- 
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by church, where it would make you 


Londoners ſmile to ſee the whole audi- 


_ ence riſe to pay their aukward compli- 


ments to my ſaid aunt Mrs. Gravenor. 


The reverend Mr. Larkham never en- 
tertains a thought of beginning the 
ſervice, till the family at the great 
houſe are arrived; and then with a loud 
voice . (though ſomewhat crazy) he 
reads, or rather ſings, the liturgy; after 
prayers, and a moſt wretched ſermon 
of three parts of an hour (for you 


muſt know this divine always preaches _ 


by rule) Mrs. Larkham, the vicar's wife, 
with nine children, accompanied the 
vicar to dine with us, where the firſt 
object that preſented itſelf to our view, 
was Sir Edwin dreſſed moſt immenſely 
fine in pompadour and gold; and to be 
generous with you, I muſt acknow- 
ledge I was a little ſtruck with his per- 
ſon. My aunt, who knew nothing of 

| 3 . 
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the affair, received him with great good- 
nature, and preſſed his company to din- 
ner; he made me many aukward com- 
pliments, and ſome few to Mrs. Lark- 
ham; among which, one was, that he 
obſerved ſhe had four couple and half 
of children, as beautiful in their way as 
his fox hounds were in theirs. When 
the cloth was taken off, he ſaid that he 
was obliged: to be at home early, and 
defired to ſpeak with my aunt in pri- 
vate; after which. he returned to drink 
tea; but imagining that the children 
would never make an end of eating 
bread and butter, he thought proper to 
retire before it was half over. 

When the company had left us, my 
aunt began in this manner, My dear 
« child, I have ſomewhat to commu- 
« nicate to you, which I hope will give 
you pleaſure. Sir Edwin Buck was 
0 & charmed with your behaviour, 

| when 
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when he was in your company on 
the water, that he was determined to 


make you an offer of marriage, and 


accordingly has defired me to pro- 
poſe it to you. His eſtate brings 
him in near 20001. per ann. any 
part of which, nay all of it, he 


would readily ſettle on you, pro- 


vided you ſubmit to the following 
rules. To object not to his getting 
up early, coming to bed late, eating 


meals at irregular hours, and chang- 
ing his linen but twice a week: 
your compliance with this,” fays my 


good aunt, © is, as he informs me, ab- 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ſolutely neceſſary to make his life 
agreeable to him; and to ſhew that 
he does not expect of others more 


than he would chearfully do him- 
ſelf; he will be bound, in any man- 


„ ner you ſhall think proper, not to 


be keep a miſtreſs, not to ſwear an oath, 
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ec nor give you a blow, whatever pro- 
cc vocation he may receive from you. 


e Thus, my dear, I have executed 


«© my commiſſion ; and when you have 
conſidered of it (which I hope will 


c 


be ſhortly) let me know your reſo- 


« lution, and I will communicate it to 
« him.“ I returned my aunt thanks 
for the trouble ſhe had been at, ex- 
preſſed my gratitude for the great com- 
pliment Sir Edwin had paid me, but 
deſired that ſhe would inform him 
that my determined reſolution was, 
never to give my hand, but where 
my heart was pre- engaged. Sir Ed- 


- win's perſon, fortune, and natural diſ- 


poſition, I had no objection to; but, 
by cuſtom, he had acquired ſuch ha- 
bits, as I was too well aſſured would 
make my life miſerable. I was there- 
fore very ready to eſteem him as a 
_ friend, but neither now, nor ever 


ſhould, 


=_ 

ſhould, or. could look upon him in 

any other light ; and if he choſe my 

; farther acquaintance, muſt inſiſt on 

his dropping all thoughts of me as a 
wife. 

My-aunt ſeemed a | little- diſpleaſed at 
my expreſſing ſo firm a reſolution; but 
however, I ſoon convinced her that I 
was in the right, and have from nei- 
ther hand hear any thing more of the 
affair, I am, 

3 tr tl, 
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LETTER V. 


Dear Mira, | © Denby. 
FEAR you will condemn me for ſo 
long a filence ; but when I relate 

the numerous engagements I have ſince 

had on my hands, you will ceaſe to 
upbraid me, and perhaps wiſh your 
time had been ſo agrecably employed. 
Know then, my dear girl, that ſoon 
after I wrote you my laſt letter, I re- 
ceived a very friendly invitation from 
Mr. Egerton to attend his ſon's wed- 
ding, which I with great readineſs 
accepted ; though I muſt own it is one 
of the laſt tranſactions, were it my 
own caſe, I ſhould chuſe to make 
* 


My 
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My aunt was likewiſe invited ; but 
as ſhe has long made a reſolution not 
to exceed the limits of her pariſh, I 
undertook to make her excuſes. 

Accordingly on a Monday morning, 
being the firſt of September, I was 
tackled out behind Barnaby; my aunt's 
hind, upon an old coach horſe, which 

had in better times helped to draw a a 
vehicle near as big as the cloſet within 
your dreſſing room; but the late cruel 
wheel act has deprived. my poor aunt of 
that conveniency, her income being 
barely enough to pay the neceſſary 
taxes, and ſupport her numerous cha- 
rities. And here I hope you will not 
impute it to oſtentation, if I let you 
know, that the intereſt of 4000 l. 1 
conſtantly appropriate to any charitable 
uſe that good lady ſhalf think proper to 
put it to; but will not ſuffer my name 
to be mentioned, being ſufficiently. ſa- 
C4 tisfied, 
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tisfied, if I adminiſter relief to the dif. 
treſſed, and make a proper uſe of what 
my Maker has, in his bountiful good- 
neſs, intruſted me with. 
On my arrival at Egerton hall, I was 
met at the gate by the good maſter and 
his lady; when, after mutual compli- 
ments, I was introduced to the draw- 
ing room, where there were aſſembled 
near thirty people, among which were 
Mr. Beaufort and his ſiſters, and Sir 
Edwin Buck; theſe are the only ones I 
| have made you acquainted with; and 
indeed moſt of the reſt were _ | 
{ſtrangers to me. 
At eleven we all walked in pro- 
ceſſion to church, dreſſed in our beſt, 
as is the mode of the country. Miſs 
Harriot, the bride, whom for the future 
I ſhall call Mrs. Charles Egerton, was 
dreſſed in a purple ſattin, croſs-barred 


with filver, without exception the pret- 
, tieſt 
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tieſt ilk I ever ſaw; her lace of the fineſt 
point; ſhe had no cap on, but her 
hair was traced in three diviſions, and 
a fillet of pearls and jewels round her 
head. Though ſhe is not a beauty, 
ſhe made all-together a very agreeable 
figure. The bridegroom was in white 
and gold; and although he is not an 
Adonis, yet there is ſo much good- 
humour expreſſed in his countenance, 
and ſo much fenſe in his eyes, that I 
muſt own he is truly poſſeſſed, in my 
opinion, of the je ne ſay quoy, which 
often makes a deeper impreſſion on 
our ſex, than the greateſt fymmetry in 
limbs, or regularity of features. 

Mrs. Glover could not ſummon reſo- 
lution enough to attend; the bride was 
therefore given away by an uncle; and, 
what ſurprized me much, went through 
the whole eeremony without dropping 
a tear; and I believe was the only per- 


„„ | ſon 
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ſon that could refrain. For my own 
part, I I ſhall for the future look on a 
wedding to be as ſolemn a ceremony 
as a funeral; and indeed, if we attend 
the righteous to the grave, there is no 
compariſon between the two. In ſhort, 
my dear, I could almoſt tell you, if 1 
did not think you would look on me as 
a hypocrite, that I could wiſh never to 
be married. 

In our return. from church we were 
faluted by all the gentlemen ; no very 
agreeable taſk, as you may imagine. 
After dinner, which was a very ele- 
gant one, every perſon was called on 
to give a toaſt; and the gentlemen 
took care to give ſuch as they ſaid were 
| ſuitable to the occaſion; though I be- 
lieve the greateſt part of. the company 
were of opinion, they had been much 
better thou ght than expreſſed. 


1 
At 


e | 
At five o'clock the bride and bride- 
groom ſet out, in a new poſt-chaiſe, 
for Brownſcombe ; where they are to 
live with the mother, after whoſe de- 
ceaſe, they will get into poſſeſſion of 
15001. a year. At preſent Mr. Charles 
is to have but 6000 l. with her, which, 
with the like ſum his father has given 
up to him, will enable them to live very 
genteelly. The evenings being dark, 
my good friends prevailed on me to 
| take a bed with them; and after ſup- 
per, they being quite alone, we entered 
into friendly converſation ; and among 
other things, Mrs. Egerton informed 
me that ſhe was far advanced in her 
pregnancy, though ſhe did not chuſe 
to make it public, as ſhe had never 
been breeding ſince ſhe had Mr. Charles, 


who was now nineteen ; young enough 


vou will ſay to be married: but 2 | 
bis lady 3 is a few years older, I hope 


C6 | there 
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| there will be ſome Pee between 
them. 

At ten we went to reſt; and at t fix 
the next morning I fat out for home; 
where I found my .poor aunt almoſt 
dead for want of fleep, - not having 

Cloſed her eyes the whole night, leſt 
ſome accident had befallen me. I hear- 
tily begged her pardon for not having 
ſent home the ſervant; and for the future 
promiſed to be more conſiderate. Mr. 
Beaufort and I had but little converſa- 
tion; and all I heard from his ſiſters 
was, that I was grown fat and clumſy; 
but from a perfect knowledge of their 
envious diſpoſitions, it made not the 
leaſt impreſſion on my mind. I intend | 
viſiting the young —_ to-morrow, 

and am, 
My Dear, 
Yours, moſt ſincerely. 


12 


nr 


My Dear 7 | Denby. 


S I wrote you my intentions of 

— viſiting the young couple, I ac- 
cordingly did, and found them ſituated 
(I hope) much to their ſatisfaction. 
The houſe, ' with a few alterations, | 
may be made a very good one ; it 
- ſtands on a delightful ſpot of ground, 


in the middle of a very fine park, ſome 4 


parts of which command an extenfive 
inland proſpect, and other parts the 
fea. © The furniture ſavours a little of 
antiquity; 'but the houſe not being the 


moſt modern, it appears much better 
than it would otherwiſe. 


Mr. Charles and his lady intend 
n! to {et out to ſee the inſtallation of 


che 
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che i of che garter, and great 
preparations are making for that pur- 

poſe. They have been ſo obliging as 

to requeſt my company; but I believe 
you will think me totally ruſticated, 
when I ſolemnly declare, that I prefer 
the rural amuſements of the country, 
to the pomp and grandeur of a court. 

Tou know how little curioſity I ex- 

preſſed for fights and ſhews of all 

kinds when at ſchool ; where I con- 
ſtantly preferred poring over a book, as 

you. have often taken notice, to farm 8 

out at a window. 

Mrs. Egerton, being very near her 

time, has deſired me to ſpend ſome 

days with her; and if it is agreeable, 
ſhould be very glad if I would give 
- her my company at the critical mo- 
ment. Thus you ſee I am looked on 
at ſeventeen, as one whom the world 
calls a good woman, You gay people, 


F | 
I fear, will ſhortly have a contempt for 
me; but to mortify you, if that ſhould 
be the caſe, I do aſſure you that I am 
too much of a philoſopher to give my- 
ſelf the leaſt uneaſineſs about it; this 
is frank and honeſt: but as I know 
both you and myſelf have an equal 
abhorrence of flattery, I am well aſ- 
ſured it will be taken as it is meant. 
To-morrow I dine with a gentleman 
in the neighbourhood, where I am to 
have the pleaſure of meeting the moſt 
perfect of mankind ; at leaſt, all here- 
about think him ſo. This Phenix of 
his kind is about four-and-twenty years 
of age, has an eſtate of 12001. a year, 
and is poſſeſſed of every perfection in 
body and mind. Do pity me, my 
dear girl; for I do aſſure you my-heart 
is full my Own. 


Tours » moſt acre. | 
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EN TTER e 
| n ' Denby. 
H! my dear Mira, where ſhall 
I begin my deſcription of Mr. 
Caſtleton, or rather where ſhall I leave 
off? for his perfections are innume- 
rable, and his an e without 
end! 
After telling you this, I am ſure you 
will think me tedious, if I attempt to 
- particularize them; i will therefore 
proceed to ſome more intereſting par- 
ticulars, and then if you refrain to 
join @ tear with mine, your heart is 
adamant: iffelf. Now methinks J hear 
YOu accuſe me of romantic love; but 
go on, ſay what your imagination 
prompts you to, and then behold 12 
man, who, * 
* If 


« Tf to his W ſome . errors fall; | 


Know but his heart, and you'll forget . 
all.” | 


May L now without vanity inform you, 
that this more than man has expreſſed 
a reciprocal affection for me; he has 
laid his fortune at my feet, and offers 
his perſon a facrifice with it. I have 
gained the conſent of good Mr. Eger- 
ton, but have been abſolutely refuſed 
by Mr. Beaufort, who has been pleaſed = 
publicly to declare, that he keeps me 
for himſelf. 

Thus, my dear, have I, by what I 
eſteemed a pleaſure but laſt week, 
brought myſelf into the moſt miſerable 
| ſituation this world can produce. _ 
Many worthy couples have croſſed 
the ſeas, to evade the marriage act; 
but, alas! my father's will has debarred 
me even of that privilege. Mr. Caſtle- 
ton has, with the ſtrongeſt ſolicitation, 
entreated 


entreated me to give up all pretenſions 


1 
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to my fortune, and grant him my 
hand: this moſt generous behaviour 
makes me more unwilling to do it, as 
I know his eſtate to be clogged with a 
heavy debt of his father's. 

As I am now upon a very diſagree- 
able ſubject, I will be brief, and tell 
you, that after many hard ſtruggles, 
and ſome prudent counſel of my aunt's, 
J determined to give him a final an- 
ſwer, and grounded my reaſons pen 

having no proviſion for futurity, his 
eſtate being all ſettled on a fon, or the 

next heir-male. Here again is an in- 
ſtance of the bad conſequences that 
attend ſettlements. A copy of my 
letter to him, and his anſwer, I here 
tranſcribe. 53 


SIR, 
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A 
SIR, 


WHEN a gentleman offers to nada 
a lady his companion for life, it is 
moſt certainly the higheſt compliment 
he can pay her. Gratitude therefore 
is the leaſt acknowledgment ſhe can 
give him in return. This compliment 
you have been pleaſed to make me, 
for which I ſhall always think. . myſelf 
greatly obliged ; and the ſincerity, with 
which it was offered, has met with its 
deſerved effect. | 
I own myſelf ready to make as ſincere 
a return, if my unhappy circumſtances 
did not render it highly imprudent. 
Twelve hundred a year, clogged with 
a heavy debt, is but barely ſufficient to 
maintain yourſelf in the manner you 
have hitherto lived: how then can it 
bear the additional clog of a wife and 
family? This material objection, * 


hope, 
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"Re will have its proper weight 
with you ; and as I have no chance 
of following my inclinations in regard 
to you, till the death of Mr. Beau- 
fort, I cannot think of entering into 
an engagement which by length of 
time frequently produces an indiffer- 
ence in both parties. 1 ſincerely wiſh 
you all you deſerve, which is more 
than I am CG of ! ; and 
am, Sir, | | 
* Tour TR obliged, 

and humble Servant, 

SOPHIA GODDARD. 


fv. paged 


Mons the innumerable merits and 
accompliſhments you are poſſeſſed | 
of, prudence bears the ſway. A virtue 
I have ever been in ſome meaſure poſ- 
ſeſſed of until now; when, what im- 
| ben ſteps would I not take, or 
Fer 
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what torture not endure, to u you 
mine? I have, ſince I received your 
kind, but fatal letter, talked with Mr. 
Egerton, and too truly find your for- 
tune is irrecoverably gone, if you marry 
without the conſent of both your guar- 
dians. Now could I vent my rage on 
Beaufort in language too rough for 
thy tender ears to hear | — but I have 
done. 

If ever, my dear Sophy, thaw hs 
ſigneſt to think of me, think of me as 1 
have been, but not as Iam; for I would 
not have one moment of yours faori- 
ficed to care. 

To-morrow carries me beyond the 
ſeas; and before I return to my native 
country, I ſhall take the tour of Eu- 
rope, in hopes to find that peace of 
mind, you, my dear girl, have robbed 
me of. My earneſt prayers ſhall be 
for your preſervation !—and may all 
4 that 


CY 
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that is good attend the moſt worthy, 
| from | | 
Dear Miſs Sophia's unhappy ſlave, 

Fran. CASTLETON, 


I now cannot avoid telling you, as it 
is a great ſatisfaction to me, that Mr. 
Caſtleton had this ſcheme of goin g 
abroad before our acquaintance began. 
All my friends think that I have acted 
properly; which is likewiſe a great con- 
ſolation; and I hope time will eradicate 
the wound I have received. 

Old Beaufort dares not ſhew his face; 
and let the conſequence be ever ſo bad, 
am determined never more to ſee him. 
To- morrow I ſet out for Egerton- 
hall, where I (hall probably go through 
a ſcene but little better than what I have 

ſo lately endured. I am, 


— Dear, 
'Y OURS, 
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Dear Mira, Denby. 


AST Monday three weeks, dear 


Mrs. Egerton was, after eight 
hours ſevere labour, ſafely delivered of 
a ſon, . which I am ſorry to inform you 
is very tender. The good woman bore 


it with uncommon. patience and reſolu- 
tion, as the women about her told me 


for I ſtaid in the room but- two hours : 
in which time ſhe ſuffered more than 
I could well bear to ſee. If this te 
the effects of matrimony, how happy 


for the preſent are you and I! Her 
poor huſband's mind was in equal tor- 
ture; he walked backward and for- 


ward like a mad man; and only ſpoke 
when he inquired after her. 
Wedneſday 


| 


r 
Wedneſday laſt, Mrs. Egerton being 
out of danger, I returned to Denby, 
where I found the houſe i in what they 
call in this country. an uproar. It 
ſeems one of my aunt's ſervants, by 
my maid's example, had put a ruffle 
cuff to her gown ſleeve; and. another 
had put, as my aunt informed me, her 
cap back a mile upon her head; there- 
fore ſhe muſt inſiſt on my parting with 
Sukey, as ill examples were more pre- 
valent than precept. The poor girl 
came full of tears, and intreated me to 
keep her; but though ſhe offered to 
put on a round cuff, and wear a round- 
eared cap cloſe to her face, my aunt 
had ſpoke the word, and ſhe muſt be 
gone, as well as the two impudent 
fluts that had been drawn aſide by her 
wicked example. 
Thus was I obliged to aden to 

my aunt's oddity, and —— pro- 

i bably, 


— 
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bably, one of the beſt ſervants in Eng- | 


land. However, I have recommended 
her to take care of Mrs. Egerton's 
young child, a place, I believe, ſne 
will do very well in; and I have 
taken, in her room, a farmer's daugh-- 


ter of the þariſh. After this you will 


not be ſurprized, if I defire you to 


| ſend me a couple of Pitt's night-caps, 


which will be very convenient in the 
country, as they are ſoon ſlipt on. 

Two ſervants came yeſterday in the 
room of thoſe that were diſcharged; 
and it was high diverſion to ſee my 


poor old aunt loaded with keys, lock - 


ing and unlocking, and ſhewing them 


their buſineſs, which ſhe aſſured me 


was labour enough to kill a horſe: yet 
ſuch pleaſure does ſhe take in it, that 
ſhe is more particular by half than 


there is occaſion for, and, would not 


© 8 - accept _ 
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accept of any one's aſſiſtance _ any 
| account whatever. 
| Next week the Wen family 
are expected from the inſtallation ; ſoon 
after which, I ſuppoſe, will be the 
chriſtening. I am heartily forry to 
hear your mother is ſo ill, and ſincerely 
with her better, who am, | 


Dear Mira, 
Ty | REC es, {| © 


—— | * o : 
nf & we 0 144 h * y S * : 
LET. 
4 
- 2 * 


8 \® = 'Y ” 1 2 * 1 

+ LY 
® 4 * 
5 1 4 
= * » * 
. 2 : 4 . ; 
0 F * 
\ 3 4 o 

- F i * 


Dear Mira, | Denby. 

Give you joy of the good lady 

your mother's recovery, and hope 
the will continue to grow better. 

Mr. Charles and his lady returned 
the Tueſday after I wrote to you. She 
is grown quite a fine lady, and talks of 
nothin g but dreſs and quality. Mr. 
Charles is the ſame good creature; 
but I fear they differ too much in 
their diſpoſitions ' to be happy long. 
"Tueſday ſevennight laſt was the chriſt- 
ening; and as, perhaps, you never 
heard the particular forms of a coun- 


try chriſtening, I will endeavour to 
recollect them as near as poſſible. 
D 2 000" 
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We aſſembled at ten o'clock ſuch a 
medley. as can ſcarce be conceived, 
| almoſt all the country round being 
invited. Sir Watkin Gilbert and his 
lady were the only people of title; 
Which they valued themſelves not a 
little upon, though they have only 
400 l. a year to ſupport it. At eleven 
o'clock, the church being two miles 
off, we went in a cavalcade of two old 


parlour coaches ; each of which you 
might have dined eight in without 
being incommoded; two poſt- chairs; 
nine one horſe chairs; | fix double 
horſes; and a vaſt number of ſingle 
ones: all the pariſh were in arms to 
receive us, and I verily believe the 
church would not have held three 
people more. | 
= Atkins, the worthy A 
performed the ceremony with great 
propriety and devotion. Sir Watkin 
9 Gilbert, 


LJ 

Gilbert, Mr. Glover, Mrs. Charles 
Egerton's uncle, and myſelf, were 
goflips ; but lo! when we came to 
the font, not one of us knew what 
the child was to be named; and 
neither of the parents being preſent, 
we were obliged to diſpatch a meſſen- 
ger to the houſe, who returned in 


about an hour, which you will ſay was 


full long enough for us to kick our heels 
in a cold church. When the ſervant 
returned, he told us his maſter was in 
a great hurry, and he really could not 
tell whether the child was to be called 
James or John, but he was ſure his 
maſter told him one of them; where- 
upon, after a learned conſultation, we 
determined to give the infant both the 
names, and he was accordingly a 
ened John James. 

On dur return from church we 
underwent the uſual, but abominable 
D 3 ceremony 
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ceremony of being kiſſed by all the 
gentlemen; when a nurſe, bigger than 

1 24 hogſhead, offered us, with her right 
= Hand, a. piece of plumb- cake, and 

| with her left took of each of us half 

a crown. Then came a decent wet- 

nurſe with the poor babe, whom every 
one is obliged to kiſs, and tip the 
woman the ſame ſum. Dinner was 
| pon table exactly at two; when 'the 
fight of ſo much meat, and ſuch a 
crowd of company, entirely toak off 
my appetite. When the cloth was 
taken away, the goſſips waited round 
with a ſpice bowl, and then the ladies 
retired to the drawing- room, where 
ſome: part of the converſation was very 
agreeable, as there were ſeveral ladies 
of ſenſe and good- breeding; but what 

I believe drew all our attentions moſt, 

| was a debate between Lady Gilbert 
5 and Mis. Charles . che latter 
8 had 


had often 1000 e to give a 
deſeription of the inſtallation, which 
ſhe as often attempted to do, and was 
as often ſtopped by Lady Gilbert, who 
ſaid, if other people were not ſick of 
hearing it, ſhe was; but indeed ſhe 
never thought it worth ſeeing, and 
that made the thing very- different. 
Mrs. Charles: Egerton. replied to. this, 
that had ſhe ſeen it, ſhe would have 
thought quite otherwiſe, and for her 


part ſhe would not have loſt the fight 


for 10, ooo l.; upon which Lady Gilbert 
ſaid; ſhe was glad to hear ſhe had ſo 
many thouſand pounds to throw away, 
and only wiſhed ſhe had a title to make 
a proper figure with. — Figure with, ! 


ſays Mrs. Egerton in great warmth give 


me leave to tell you, madam, that 


alen are now become mere drugs; 
and though I have wealth ſufficient to 


9 yet I glory in being ſo 
D 4 much 
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much taken notice of, without that 
glittering bauble. Bauble, do you call 
it? replied my lady; you prove your- 
ſelf the greateſt bauble by giving it 
that appellation. Suppofing there was 
to be a coronation, do you know that 
ſcarce a perſon can walk without a 
title? In ſhort, were I to have the 
management of ſuch a ceremony, not 
a perſon without a title ſhould defile 
1t-even with their eyes. 5 

The good Mrs. Egerton, ſceing the 
- diſpute ran high, deſired, as a favour, 
that the ſubje& might be dropped; but 
ſhe could not prevent her obſtinate 


daughter in law from faying, ſhe 


would ſend Lady Gilbert a liſt of the 
quality 'ſhe got acquainted with in 
London, and that ſhe was determined 
to preſerve their acquaintance, by 
ſpending her winters conſtantly in 


town; which ſhe 9 muſt 
| be 


/ 


CF 
be attended with great expence; but 
if Mr. Egerton, who was no fool, 
thought it was more than he could 
well afford, his right way was to ſtay 
at home himſelf, and then it would 4 


not altogether be ſo great an expence. 
This ſpeech, I fear, ſtruck poor Mrs. 
Egerton to the heart; and ſurpriſed all 
the company to that degree, that there 
was a dead ſilence for, at leaſt, five 
minutes; by which, there being 
twelve women preſent, you will be 
convinced that miracles are not ceaſed. 
Soon after this curious debate, the 
gentlemen entered the room, and after 
coffee, ſome ſat down to cards, and 
others danced; among the latter - I 
made one, and ſtood up with Sir Wat- 
kin, who ſoon diſcovered that at fifty- 
eight he had forgot tokroſs over, caſt 
down, or right hand and left. I was 
Adee aſſigned over to the young 
D 5 0 
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Mr. Egerton, with whom I was moſt 
nm well pleaſed. 

His lady danced with ſo much affec- 
tation, that it drew the eyes of all the 


company upon her. At midnight we 


broke up; and at ſeven the next 
morning I fat out for home; but be- 


from my horſe in the midſt of a mud- 


pool, which did not a little damage to 
my cloaths; but, I thank God, I received 
no other hurt. 

Poor old Barnaby lent me his arm; 
and in this curious pickle I walked 


home to my aunt, who, on acquainting 


her with my misfortune, ſaid, yy 
body was ſafeſt, in her opinion, on 


their own legs, or in their chimney 


corner; and hoped this would be the 
laſt May-game Mr. Egerton would 
have for ſome time; for really the 


w was much 898 than it 
Was 


4 7 


was formerly; and thou A money was 
leſs plenty, there was a greater variety 


of ways to ſpend it. 


1 found by this that my aunt did 
not approve of my going abroad ſo 
often; and I have therefore kept cloſe 
ever ſince. When I have any thing 


new to write, you may depend on 
hearing from me, who am, 


Dear Mira, 
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| Dear Mira, | 20 Denby. 
AY poor aunt has had a ſevere 
LYL fit of the gout, which, I hope, 
will be a means'of prolonging her life. 
She has, during her illneſs, entruſted 
me, with, the management of the fa- 
mily ; in which province, I have the 
vanity to think, I acquitted my- 
ſelf to admiration. How would you 
laugh to ſee me trot about the houſe 
with a bunch of keys, weighing at 
leaſt three pounds, faſtened to a hook 
at my girdle, and delivering orders 
with as grave a countenance as if forty 
years had paſſed over my head ! By 
way of nurſe I cannot brag much, as 
any; aunt had too — a regard for 
| my 
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| my health to confine me to a tak 
n 
Mrs. Larkham, and Mes. Wen 
top farmer's wife in the neighbour- 
hood, have been her conſtant com- 
panions ever ſince her illneſs; by 
whoſe eternal clack ſhe is made ac- 
quainted with all the fecrets of the 
pariſh ; as Who is talked of for who; 
who is ſuppoſed to be intimate with 
tother; and what perſons are impoſed 
on by their ſervants; and what every 
one has for dinnet all the week round. 
To the two firſt pieces of intelligence 
my aunt never gives any credit, as ſhe 
thinks it hardly poſſible that people 
ſhould be ſo vile, and that ſome 
people endeavour to repreſent the 
world in a much worſe: light than it 
deſerves. As to the third, ſhe ig 
ready, by many imaginary proofs of 
her own, to believe eyery word of. its 


Pall & 3 
but as to the laſt, ſhe entirely agrees 
with me, that it is ſcarce worth throw- 
ing away the time to repeet 
Mrs. Martin has a daughter about 
twelve years of age, whom ſhe was ſo 
kind, one day, to bring as a viſitor to me. 
The poor girl was dreſſed very decent; 
baut had a pair of ſtays on which mounted 
| her ſhoulders to her ears, and was, at 
i leaſt, four inches too high at the breaſt. 
| On my expreſſing to her mother my 
þ opinion of the matter, I was immedi- 
ately filenced by being told, that the 
girl was growing, and that they muſt 
laſt her three years at leaſt, for ſhe was 
ſure the ſtays coſt her eighteen ſhillings. 
Miſs Debby attempted to ſecond me, 
by ſaying they almoſt ſqueezed her to 
death; but ſhe was bid to hold her 
tongue in the following manner: 
| Wks: . e wear: ng d at 
"Likes. 
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Londen. © No, no; ; my father and 


mother brought me up in a virtuous 
way, and, pleaſe God, I will do the 
ſame to you. But however, after 
making uſe. of all my rhetoric, y | 
have prevailed on her to ſend Miſs 
Debby to a boarding-ſchool ; where 1 
hope, the firſt thing the governeſs will 
ſet about will be to cut her ſtays, 
lengthen her petticoats, and beſpeak 
her a thinner pair of ſhoes. How it 
amazes one, to think that ſome parents 
almoſt deny themſelves the common 
neceſſaries of life, to hoard up wealth 
for the family they leave behind them, 
and in the mean time totally neglect 
the moſt eſſential part, that of their edu- 
cation! A ſtriking inſtance of this is poor 
Mr. Martin and his wife, who, though 
worth more than 60001. yet never taſte 
of roaſt meat, or drink a cup of ale, 
but N 4 a friend; 9 therefore make 
good 


* 


„ 

good four lines that I have lately met 
with in a favourite inch m 

N 1 Vain miſers firive to 7 8 up "riches ſtore, - ; 
«c And'in the midſt of plenty ſtill are poor; * : 
„What ſenſeleſs madneſs does theirſouls bewitch, 
Thus to live poor in hopes * —_— rich!” 


| Yeſterday, v Was s ſcyennight my aunt 
loſt 2 favourite cow, which ſome of the 
ignorant a attribute. to the enyy of a poor 
old woman, Who, bent with years, 
and loaded with infirmities, appears to 
be a proper object to brand with the 
name of witch. And here x cannot 
help making ſome moral reflections, 
which, I hope, will not be unaccept- 
able. Form to yourſelf, dear Mira, a 
poor old wretch, deſtitute; of all the 
common - neceſſaries of life, afflicted 
with aking bones, and worn too 
double by the hand of time; who 


with tottering pace, and tattered rags, 
_ implores 


b 65 ] 
implores your charity. What heart of 
flint would this poor wretched ſoul not 
make an impreſſion on; who, when 
they conſider we all are liable to the 
ſame misfortunes, would not lend her 
ſome aſſiſtance? this moſt aſſuredly 
would you and I. But I am ſorry to 
ſay, there are ſome giddy and inconſi- 
derate youths, who make it their con- 
ſtant practice to ſcoff at old age, and 
make a jeſt of all human imperfec- 
tions. This they think gives them an 
— of gaiety, and becomes their youth. 
But, poor miſtaken ſouls! they not only 
excite the contempt of all humane, 
well-diſpoſed people, but deſervedly 
draw down the wrath of Almighty 
God; who, being all goodneſs, cle- 
mency, and mercy himſelf, will moſt 
aſſuredly puniſh with everlaſting dark- 
neſs thoſe of a different way of think- 
jaws! © 2:6lg 15 7 {61 
15 I hope 


e 
hope you will pardon this digreſſion, 
which my tenderneſs of heart prompted 
me to make. My aunt having heard 
the report of the pariſh, deſired Mr. 


Larkham to preach a ſermon upon 


the occaſion, the next Sunday; but 
he abſolutely refuſed, ſaying, his 


wife was of opinion it was true; and 


that, for his on part, he would never 


meeddle with any of the pariſh. diſputes, 


neither would he ever ne without 
being paid for it. ty. 
Thus did this Ai guber of his 


flock flip his neck out of the collar, as 


I fear too many of his brethren as 
eaſily do; though I aſſure you, I have 
a very good e of the cloth in 
general. 

Yeſterday my aunt came out of her 
room, and to-morrow ſhe is to dine in 
my bed- chamber; where the windows 
are ſo high, the panes of glaſs ſo ſmall, 

and 


„ 
and the worſted hangings ſo dark, that 
fear we ſhall not be able to diſcern the 
bones from the fleſh, Some time next 
week J am to meet Mr. Egerton's 
family to dinner at Sir Watkin Gil- 
bert's ; but as it is five miles from 


hence, I ſhall deſire a lift in their pot 
chaiſe. I n, 


YouRs. , 
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LETTER: XI. 


w, Dear, N ' Denby. 
 CcorDiNG to my intention, I 
laſt Tueſday fortnight; ſent to 
Mr. Egerton, and defired he would 
take me up the next day in his poſt- 
chaiſe, which he did with great readi- 
neſs, and we arrived at Sir Watkin's 
about twelve o'clock ; where a great 
gate, which leads into the front of the 
houſe, was with incredible labour 
forced open by two-dirty fellows ; one 
of whom Lady Gilbert took pains to 
inform us was the porter ; though by 
the ruſt of the lock and hinges, and 
the depth the gate was ſunk into the 
ground, I ſhould think it a needleſs 
expence to keep ſuch a vaſſal. 


This 


— 


r 
This antient caſtle is ſurrounded 
with a moat, or, to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, formerly was; for at preſent 
the trench is entirely filled up, and 
you have no other way of coming i into 
the houſe. | 

The old battlements make a 0 
dable appearance; and I doubt not, 
but in the time of James the Firſt, this 
caſtle was in as great repute, as the 
preſent inhabitants would have it to be 
now thought. At the inner door, we 
were met by a boy about fifteen years 
of age, with long ſtrait hair, inclin- 
ing to carrots; a coat of his maſter's 
made ſo as to allow for growing; a 
ſcarlet. worſted pair of ſtockings; and 
a thick pair of ſhoes; with nails in 
them; who, after nodding his head, 
defired us to come after him; and ac- 
cordingly ſtamped towards the parlour, 
where her ladyſhip ſat on a couch 


ready 


( @ J 
ready to receive us, and which ſhe 
did with all the ſtatelineſs of a dowa- 
ger queen. When we were properly 
placed, ſhe ſeverally bid us welcome 
to Flemming-caltle ; which ſhe gave 
us to know was her family name, and 
that ſhe never would have married Sir 
Watkin, if he had not promiſed to 
live at the caſtle. And, indeed, I 


have been credibly informed, that Sir, 


Watkin brought the title, and 1 


55 lady the eſtate. 


| To deſcribe the furniture of the room 
is eaſily done. The chairs and ſettee 
are covered with a black grounded 
brocade filk, which, I dare ſay, is at 
leaſt a hundred years old; and, I 
believe, the frames of the chairs, look- 
ing-glaſſes, and tables, were made 
about fifty: years later. The chimney 
is about the ſize of their coach, with 
two high brazen andogs, that almoſt 


ſtare 
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ſtare you out of coutitenance. Add to 
this a ſeam of green wood lain acroſs, 


and you have the furniture of the 
whole room. 


By the time dinner came wy which 
was nigh two hours afterwards, 1 
really thought my back would have 
been broke by being kept ſo upright, 
and my legs had loſt all ſenſe of feel- 
ing, by fitting in ſo high a chair. 
The foot-boy, which uſhered us in, 
waited on Sir Watkin; and behind my 
lady ſtood the old family coachman, 
in a coat which in former times was 
a good livery. 

The dinner confiſted of two courſes 
of well-drefſed plain diſhes ; for which 
my lady made an apology, and ſaid, 
ſhe had deſired ſome of her acquaint- 
ance, of the firſt quality in London, | 
to look out for a French cook for her. 
After the cloth was taken away, we 

* 4 had 


bad good wine and tolerable . fruit ; 
and then we withdrew into a leſſer 
parlour, where we fat like ſtatues till 
it was time to depart ; which, I aſſure 


you, I did with as great . as I 
ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Y OURS. 


LETTER XII. 


OU muſt now Prepare to hear 
1 what perhaps you do not expect, 
nor will be very much Aw at ho ; 
recital of. 
Some day laſt munch, I was agree- ads 
ably, and with great certainty informed, 
that Mr. Beaufort was married to his 
apprentice, a fine jolly girl about ſe- 
venteen; who has been engaged for 
more than a year-and a half to a far- 
mer's ſon of the pariſh, and with whoſe 
conſent ſhe has ſubmitted to the loath- 
ſome embraces of a man of ſeventy; 
in order to ſave up a purſe, the better 
to enjoy each other at the enn oh 
me _ dotard's life. 
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Mrs. Beaufort has thought proper to 
take this young man to drive the 
poſt-chaiſe, which ſhe conſtantly goes 
an airing_in every morning and be- 
cauſe dear Mr. Beaufort ſhall not bè left 
without a ſervant, ſhe takes only the 
driver with her. And would you be- 
lieve it? this old fool's eyes are too 
dim to ſee through it; neither has he 
one friend leſt, to lend bim a a .of 
ſpectacles. 

Mr. Beaufort has: not as 170 1 
in public with his wife; and indeed it 
is the opinion of ſome, that he never 
will. Not a ſingle perſon in /the neigh- 
bourhood has paid either of them a 

viſit. Every ſervant in the houſe, but 
the honeſt driver, is going to leave her; 
and madam is about taking a new ſet, 
as unexperienced as herſelf. This 
change in his affairs will, 1 hope; be 
for my benefit ; ang as he is engaged 
C himſelf, 


toe 


bimſelf, F take it for granted he will 
not debar me the ſame privilege. 
When his ſiſters heard of his mar- 
riage, they behaved like mad women; 
and ſoon after called on my aunt; 
where, among other things, they in- 
formed us, that the nafty little wench 
(for ſo they called their ſiſter- in- law) 
had received to purchaſe cloaths more 
than ten pounds; half of which ſhe 
had let her father and mother have, 
who were as great cheats as herſelf. 
But notwithſtanding they ſpoke fo 
much againſt her 'to us, yet they have 
lince been to pay their reſpects to her: 
and now the tone is altered, and Mrs. 
Beaufort has more affability and good 
humour than any fine lady in the 
neighbourhood, Mrs. Egerton not ex- 
cepted. I am told they have a 
dance almoſt every evening, and that 
the old ladies ſlope about amongſt the 


E 2 youngeſt 
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youngeſt of them. Mrs. Beaufort 


chuſes a game at cards with her huſ- 
band ; becauſe, -as ſhe is a married 


woman, all young men are indifferent 


to her. Whiſt with ſwabbers is the ny 


game ſhe can play at. 


Lou will be ſurpriſed how they can 
rajſe a dance, after I have told you, that 
no people of faſhion have been to ſee 
them. But you muſt know that the 
lower kind of people, ſuch as far- 


mers, butchers, &c. all meet with a 


hearty welcome to Vallapit-houſe, as 


well as their wives; and of this kind 
do their merry meetings conſiſt, 


The old gentleman begins to thiok 


that it is too much of it, and it is be- 


lieved will ſoon ſtop madam's career; 
though ſhe has, at preſent, the intire 
aſcendancy over him. She has a ſtrong 
inclination to ſee a play, and London; 
but, through dint of jealouſy, he cannot 
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be brought to conſent to it. The news 
of Mr. Beaufort's nuptials will, undoubt- 
edly, ſoon reach Genoa ; when, per- 
haps, I may hear ſomething more from 
Mr. Caſtleton; but whether to with 
for it or not, I have not reſolution 
enough to determine. Mrs. Egerton's 
little boy has been in fits for theſe three 
days - paſt; poor woman! ſhe is to 
be pitied, as ſhe quite doats on him. 
This is an inſtance how little we know: 
what conduces to our. own happineſs. 
The weather has been moſt exceed- 
ingly bad for this fortnight paſt; and 
I muſt own, I have ſometimes wiſhed 
. myſelf in town; for in rainy weather, 
it muſt be allowed, you have much the 
advantage of us. 
My aunt, ſince I laſt rote to > you, has 

been violently ſeized with the gout in 

her ſtomach, and has been at death's 
door ; 3 for which, I believe, ſhe was 
E 3 well 
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well prepared to enter. She called me 
to her, gave me her bleſſing, and 
told me, that ſhe had made a will, 
which I could have no reaſon to be 
diſpleaſed with. I kiſſed the poor old 
lady, thanked her for her good inten- 
tions, and aſſured her, with great ſin- 


cerity, that I had much rather receive 


her living favours, than thoſe ſhe in- 
tended me after her death, and that I 


ſhould offer up my moſt earneſt prayers 


for her recovery ; which, I thank God, 
have been heard; and ſhe is quite- out 
af danger. 

Yeſterday we had a viſit from Mr. 


5 Charles Egerton, who brought with 
bim a fellow collegian, a young man 


about ſive- and- twenty, agreeable enough 
in his perſon, and to all appearance 
well- diſpoſed, thou gh ſomewhat re- 
ſerved. 

Mr. Charles has (gained my aunt 's 


conſent 


© # © 
conſent to let me ſpend a fortnight or 
three weeks with them at Brownſ- 
combe ; from whence, if poſſible, I 


will write to you, but cannot promiſe ; 
WP am, 


Yo UR 8. 
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My dear Friend, Denby. 
1 AN forry I could not fulfil my in- 
A. tention of writing to you from 
Brownſcombe ; but my time was ſo 
agreeably filled up, that I had not one 
moment to ſpare. Mr. Philips, the 
gentleman I deſcribed in my laſt, has 
been with us the whole time, as alſo 
two other gentlemen, and three young 
ladies, relations of Mrs. Egerton's. 
We paſſed our mornings commonly in 
the breakfaſt room, where the gentle- 
men took it by turns to read, whilſt 
the ladies worked. : 
Almoran and Hamet was twice read, 
and met with the general approbation 


of the company. 
One 
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One morning we went a hunting; 
but Miſs Corniſh, riding an unruly 
horſe, Was thrown, and diſlocated her 
thoulder ; which put a ſtop to all 
amuſements of that kind. It would 
have pleaſed you to have ſeen the 
tender concern Mr. Floyer, her lover, 
ſhewed on that occaſion, and the great 
diſtreſs that was painted in his coun- 
tenance till her perfect recovery, which 
was within a few days. 
Mrs. Charles Egerton being the moſt 
kvely. genius in the world, we had 
new amuſements for every day. (Sun- 
days not excepted) ; though I aſſure 
you we conſtantly attended divine ſer- 
vice. 
One evening we W or 

rather deformed, the Journey to Lon- 
don; the part of Lady Townley by 
Mrs. Charles Egerton; the only cha- 
cacter that was properly kept up 3. and 
ls E 5 41 be- 
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I. believe her poor huſband, who repre- 
ſented my Lord, thought their charac- 
ters were too well ſuited. Another 
night we had a royal dance in the 
park, by moon light, all dreſſod as 
ſhepherds and ſhepherdeſſes, each 
having a crook decorated with Italian 
flowers. This, though we ran ſome 
hazard of getting cold, was, really a 
pretty device. | 
My dreſs was a pea- green FR and 
petticoat, flowered and trimmed with 
pink; round my neck I wore a gar- 
land of flowers, and on my head a 
wreath of the ſame. My partner, Mr. 
Philips, was dreſſed to anſwer mine, 
as near as poſſible; and to make the 
ſcene more paſtoral, every lady was 
paired with her lover, except myſelf; 
but before the dance was half over, 
Mr. Philips . gave me. to underſtand, 
that he ſhould no longer differ from 
the 
; 
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the reſt of the company, but from that 
happy hour date himſelf my Daves 
This generous offer, though J was not 
prepared with a reply, yet I had from 
his behaviour long expected; and 
making ſome anſwer, half joke and 


half earneſt, I determined to give him 


no opportunity of making a ſecond 
offer, until I had particularly enquired 
into his private life, diſpoſition, -and 


fortune: After which, and a conſul- 


tation with my friends, I ſhould” be 
better prepared to give him a proper 
anſwer. I waited'but three days, before 
I took an opportunity of ſpeaking to Mr. 


Charles Egerton about it; who, thou gh 


young in years, is old in judgment, 
and whoſe opinion will always have 
great weight with me. I told him 


what Mr. Philips had ſaid to me, and 


deſired he would let me know all the 
particulars he knew concerning that 
= .S 6 gentleman; ; 
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gentleman, which he wich great readi- 
neſs, aſſured me he would: And then 
began with telling me, that Mr. Phi- 
lips was in poſſeſſion of a very good 
eſtate in Lincolnſhire, reckoned worth 
12001. a year; and that he had ſome 
money in the funds, but how much 
he could not tell; that he had a mo- 
ther, who lived with him, and to whom 
he paid two hundred a year jointure 5 
| that he bore the character of a very 
ſober, ſenſible young man; but withal 
he told me, that if I had any thoughts 
of him, he would make a further en- 
quiry; ; and would preſs. his ſtay. in the 
country, until my mind was deter- 
mined. I dropp'd a curtſey, returned 
him, many thanks, and told him 1 
ſhould be greatly obliged, if. he would 
make a ſtrict enquiry { ſoon. 27 2 
The next day I returned home; Mr. 
Philips followed me to the chaiſe, and 


_ yy begged 
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I told him it was not in my power to 
grant him his requeſt, until 1 had 
talked with my aunt; and that he 
ſhould hear from me, as foon as I had 


met with ua favourable opportunity; 


until which time, I muſt intreat him 
not to come near the houſe. To this 
he anſwered only with a EO" and 
retired. 

Soon after J got "IG J went to 
a when I conſulted my pillow the 


greateſt part of the night; and after 


many ſleepleſs hours, I came to a reſo- 


lution, whatever I might hear in Mr. 
Philips's favour, not to.admit: of His ad- 
dreſſes, as my heart, 1 found, was 
ſtill Mr. Caſtlston's; and until he re- 
turned it, I had not the diſpoſal of it. 
And as Mr. . Beaufort's objection was 
only to my marrying, I thought at 
1 : would 


begged leave to wait on me at Denby. 
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would” be now indifferent to him who 
I made choice of. Accordingly I ſent 
for Mr. Charles Egerton, and intruſted 
him with the ſecret; and deſired he 
would let Mr. Philips know, that I 
had no- thoughts of matrimony as 
yet ; and therefore, muſt beg him to 
deſiſt from any further ' ſolicitations. 
And at the fame time, I hinted to Mr. 
| Charles Egerton that it would give me 
great pleaſure, if he would renew his 
acquaintance with Mr. Caſtleton, by 
writing a letter; and that I would get 
ſome friend to ſift. the old 1 man in . 
mean time. 

Thus, my eas you foe wit a deal 
of cunning love has ; and how many 
ways ſhe deviſes to ſerve her votaries ; 


among which, though I am not the 
greateſt, yet I am far from being the 
lealt and between my two lovers, 

have 
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have more anxious fears, ſuſpicions, 


and jealouſies, than any old huſband 
that has married a young gay wife, -I 


am, | 
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1. da Girl, ö Denby. 
FTE R three months delibera- 
tion within myſelf, ſleepleſs 
nights, and more irkſome days, Mr. 
Charles Egerton incloſed to me the 


following epiſtle, which he had 70 
received from Mr. Caſtleton. 


4Xͤ AKA e Pa N 1 9-2 \ A © r 


Dear Sir, 
8 epiſtle came to my hands 
three days ſince. It gives me in- 
finite pleaſure to hear of yours and your 
good lady's health, which you both 
have my good wiſhes long to enjoy. 
Mr. Beaufort's marriage did at firſt a 
little farprize me; but on a perfect 
zecolletion 
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recollection of the man, it is only 
filing his character. 

The good account you give me of 
Miſs Sophy Goddard, affords me the 
greateſt ſatisfaction; and may ſhe live 
to make ſome worthy man happy with 
her conſent ! a bleſſing which, but ſix 
months ago, I would have loft my 
right hand to have poſſeſſed; but 
now, I thank God, I am equally well 
engaged. In the ſame ſhip that I went 
a paſſenger in to Genoa, was one of the 
conſuls and his daughter, who had 
been in England about half a? year. 
The old gentleman proved a-facetions 
agreeable companion, and the young 
lady paſt my art to deſcribe. In ſhort, 
dear fir, ſhe had all Miſs Goddard's 
good qualities, a much finer perſon, 


and completely accompliſhed | in finging 
and muſick. tr vii goon 
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| My. dear creature is at preſent! a Lu- 


Tat 

On my coming on board, my heart 
was entirely dear Sophy 8; but by im- 
perceptible degrees it drew towards the 


divine Celina; and by the time I arrived 
at Genoa, I was become a friend alone 
to Sophy, but an ardent. lover to Celina, 
Not to make my relation tedious, I 
will inform you that we were married 
laſt week, with all the country forms, 


theran, but has promiſed to conform 
to our. church. I hope ſoon to get 


into my own country; and then we 


ſhall. enjoy the happineſs of your and 
your lady's agreeable acquaintance; to 
whom I beg my compliments; and 
Tours, 
Fran. CASTLETON, | 
The receiving this letter, you may 
reaſonably imagine, produced a ſenſa- 


tion 
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tion not eaſily to be expreſſed. I hap- 


pened to be with my aunt when I read 
it; but immediately quitted the room, 
and retired to my bed- chamber; where, 
in a flood of tears, I vented both my 
grief and indignation: the former, be- 
cauſe I had loſt the perſon: that I ar- 
dently loved ; and the latter, becauſe - | 
his inconſtancy ſhewed me that I had 
been miſtaken in the man. 


As you have heard all the Wen 


of the affair, I hape you do not blame 


my conduct, but join with me in re- 
turning thanks, that I conſented not to 
ſo . fickle. a wretch, whoſe afeftion 

changes at every new face. 

It is moſt generally allowed, toe: no 
woman alters for the better in her per- 
ſon, after ſuch a period of years; but, 
on the contrary, much for the worſe. 

If this be the caſe, how can the 
moſt accompliſhed beauty expect to 
hold 
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hold a man's heart longer chan her 
beauty continues? This, my dear, is a 
moſt cruel reflection; and if we did 


not ſee ſome few men of a different 


ſtamp, all women would tremble at 
the very name of matrimony. But 
thanks be to God, there are ſtill ſome 
rational beings left, whoſe love increaſes 
with their years; and as merit is the 
jewel that captivates them, beauty, as 
a" toy, is but little regarded. May 
ſach, and only ſuch; be my lot; and if 
Jever be ſo happy to meet with ſuch 
ac man, my conſtant ſtudy, thought, 
and care, ſhall be to — * 
* of him. 
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"LETTER xv. 


Dear Mira, anal 
R. Philips has, by Mr. Charles 


Egerton, made me another of- 
fer; which I have communicated to 
my aunt, and the family at Egerton- 
hall. They all approve of it greatly; 
and really, my dear, I have no reaſon 
to diſapprove. Yeſterday was three 
weeks, he came to ſee me, and has 
been here ever ſince. His converſation 
being rather grave, pleaſes Mrs. Grave- 
nor mightily, who is well affured that 
he is ſenfible, prudent, good-natured, 
and rich; which are perfections full 
enough, in her opinion, to gan 15 
firſt lady in the land. 
To tell you the truth, I am not 
much in love; Mr. Caſtleton having, 


I be- 


| 
S | 
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I believe, entirely cured me of that 
failing. My preſent ſituation is very 
precarious, as the good lady with 
whom I live is greatly advanced in 
years. Where next to ſettle as a 
home, I know not. Mrs. Egerton has 
been in a bad way ever ſince her lying- 
in; and her poor little boy ingroſſes all 
her attention; that ſituation therefore 
would not be agreeable to me. Mr. 
Beaufort's I am quite ſhut out from; ; 
and to throw myſelf upon the world, 
or live in the gay part of it, would be 
death itſelf to me. 

I muſt therefore marry, my dear, in 
my own defence; and as I have the ge- 
neral approbation of my friends in re- 
gard to this man, where can I better 
fix my choice ?—If you have any ob- 
jection, do let me know it; for I do 
aſſure you, a very little matter wil turn 
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Mr. Philips has been to wait on the 
old Beaufort, and has got his conſent 
under hand. This point being gained, 
he is in great haſte to be married; and 
fear, before you hear from me again, 
the fatal knot will be tied. To ſhew you 


that I am in readineſs, my cloaths are 
come from London. Mrs. Philips, 
the mother, was the perſon that choſe 
them ; and a liſt of them I here ſend 
you. Three ſuits of cloaths, one white 
and filver, one garnet colour and filver, 
and the other blue and ſilver; four ne- 
gligees, two night e and three 
fine lace fuits of line. 
Thus, my dear, am I accontred for 
4 bride ; which I always looked on to 
be the happieſt ſtate. on earth. But 
God only Knows: W it will "OE » 
to me. oon 14 
Mr. Philips h -has 15355 a very * 
chaiſe, with four handſome bay geld- | 


ws 
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ings; fo that I ſhall not put him to 
the expence of a, new equipage. My 
aunt has informed us, that ſhe has left 
me her whole eſtate, provided we 
ſettle at t Denby-houſe ; which we have 
both of us promiſed to do. 

I was to ſee Mrs. Egerton 8 p 
ſhe is really in a bad WAY 3 and the 
poor child, if poſſible, in a worſe con- 
dition. | 

It makes my heart ach to think of 
them, who were eight months ago the 
happieſt people on this fide the grave; 
and now are a melancholy example of 
the inſtability of all human felicity. 
Mrs. Charles Egerton diſpoſition be- 
gins to open, and I hear from all their 
_ neighbours, that poor Mr. Charles muſt 
have: the temper of an, angel to, bear 
with it. If her houſe is not full, of 
company, ſhe directly goes abroad and 
if ſhe cannot find ſome what to enter- 


L 9 1 
tain her abroad; ſhe comes home again, 
and (as the common phraſe is) turns 
the houſe out at windows. Mr. Philips 
tells me, that he ſaw a good deal of 
her diſpoſition in the little time he was 
with her, and that Mr. Charles is a 
ſecond Job. Thurſday next is fixed 
for our wedding, which J am deter- 
mined to have quite private; and will 
ſend you a bit of the cake drawn 
through the ring. | 


When I am Mrs. Philips, I hope 


to viſit all my friends in town; among 
which, my dear Mira ſhall always bear 
the preference. : 


My moſt ſincere love attend you. Do 


pray for me in the fatal hour that I loſe 


ac liberty; ; and believe me ever 


Vouns. 
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LETTER XVI. 


Dexcar Mira, 8 8 Dina 
AM ſtill Sophia Goddard, and likely 
for ſome time longer to continue ſo. 

For the Wedneſday before I was to 

change my name, poor Mrs. Grayenor 

Vas ſeized with a fit of the pally, and 

never ſpoke one word afterwards. - I 


did not leave her bed-ſide until ſhe - ; 


quitted this world for a better, which 
was the Friday following. 

The agonies I was in on this occa- 
ſion, are inexpreſſible; for by the love 
and tenderneſs ſhe had always ſhewed 
me, I had contracted the affection of 
a child for her. On opening her will, 

we found every thing ſhe had ſaid, in 
| regard to us, to be true; Paying only 


Out 
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out of her effects the following lega- 
cies (viz.): To Mr. Egerton and his 
lady, a gold ring each, of the value of 
one pound. To Mr. Larkham and' his 
wife, five guineas each, to buy him a 
gown, and Mrs. Larkham a double 
horſe, which it is expreſly directed that 
the executrix ſee done. To Mr. Mar- 
tin and his wife, fix guineas, to be laid 
out in ſome houſhold furniture. To 
their daughter, twelve guineas, to keep 
her one year longer at ſchool. To 
each of the ſervants a full ſuit of 
mourning, and five guineas. To her 
late coachman (whe now keeps the 
ſign of the three bells, in the adjoining 
.pariſh) the. two old coach horſes, 
coach, and all the tackling belonging 
to it. Her cloaths were directed to be 
given to the nurſes that were hired to 
attend her in her laſt ſickne. In 
charity ſhe bequeathed 1001. a year, 
. A to 


— 


1 

tao be duly paid to three truſtees therein 
mentioned, and applied by them for 
the maintenance of ſix poor women, 
upwards of ſixty years old; and alſo 
for the education of eight poor chil- 
dren. And if any overplus remained, 
ſhe directed the ſame to be laid out by 
her truſtees in cloaths at the end of 
every year, and to be diſpoſed of by 
them amongſt ſuch induſtrious labour- 
ers as they ſhould approve of. 

On the day ſevennight ſhe died, 
ſhe was, agreeable to her frequent 
requeſt, buried in the pariſh church, 
and ſung from her own door to the 
church-yard; to which place I attended 
her, but fainted the moment the corpſe 
was reſted. Mr. Philips took me up 
in, his arms, and carried me home, 
When I came to myſelf, I muſt own 
I was not a little ſurprized, at his aſk- 


ing me, how I could be ſuch a fool? 


as 
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as if fainting was a voluntary act. 
This expreſſion, you will ſay, did not 
ſuit a lover, but rather ſavoured of the 
huſband; however it made but little 
impreſſion on me, as I had at that 
time ſo great an affliction to contend 
with. _ | 


few weeks longer, which he has con- 


ſented. to do; and is now gone to Lon- 


don on ſome buſineſs. . 

A few days after the funeral, I re- 
ceived viſits from all the neighbour- 
hood. Mrs. Larkham, and Mrs. Mar- 
tin, ſet up a loud cry on the fight of 
me; and we paſled the. afternoon in 
relating the dear old lady's good qua- 
lities, and how much the poor la- 
mented her death. | 


F 3 = Mrs. 


Mr. Philips was immediately for 
ſetting about the improvement of the 
houſe; but I defired him to refrain a 
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Mrs. Larkham expreſſed great ddl 
tude for her legacy; but it would have 
been more acceptable, ſaid ſhe, if I 
could have laid it out in what manner 
I thought proper.— It is true indeed, 
Mr. Larkham's black gown is a mere 
rag; and I had often faid, that a 
double horſe would greatly conduce 
to my health; but ſtill I think Mrs. 
Gravenor need not have tied me down 
in that manner. 

As to you, Mrs. has replied 
Mrs. Martin, you ave, I am ſure, no 
reaſon to complain; for it is notorious | 
what a naſty ragged gown your huf- 
band wears, and what a ſhame it is 
to the cloth he ſhould appear ſo. 
But for me, I cannot help ſaying, that 

1 think the injunction coupled With 
my legacy is very extraordinaty ;. as 1 
have no room, but what has ſome fur- 
niture or other in it. | 


This 
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This converſation was far from being 
agreeable to me; and I thought it high 
time to put a ſtop to' it, by telling 
them, that my aunt had it in her 
power either to leave them a legacy 
or not; and that I thought ſhe ſhewed 
her good ſenſe, in ordering of it to be 
laid out in what manner (in her opi- 
nion) they moſt needed. And that I 
was determined, in this particular, and 
all others, to ſee her will properly ful- 
filled; and thus I filenced both their 
abuſive tongues, © which would other- 
wiſe have carried them beyond the 
bounds of decency. - 
Among the reſt v7 my acquaintance 
that came to ſee. me. on this occaſion, 
I received a viſit from Mrs. Charles 
Egerton, who, by way of. contraſt; 
ſet up a loud laugh. My dear girl, 
ſaid ſhe, one would think you were 
in the weeds ; prithee, put off all that 
_— diſmal 


85 1 264 J a 
diſmal crape, and put on ſomething 
more ſuitable to the occaſion.— Why, 
I expected to have found you rejoicing 
that you had boxed an old aunt, and 
was in poſſeſſion of all her riches. 
Surely, my dear Sophy, you muſt play 
the hypocrite, or elſe you have not ſo 
much left you as you expected. Ves, 
Madam, replied I, I have that and 
much more; and have, I thank God, 
a heart capable of feeling both affec- 
tion and gratitude. Upon which, ſhe 
ſet up a violent ha, ha ! and declared 
that I was turned methodiſt; and that 
ſhe would write to Mr. Philips, that 1 
was better ſuited for a nunnery than 
for a bride. I let her ſpend all her 
humour without interruption; and then, 
by way of changing the diſcourſe, in- 
quired after her mother and huſband. 
Now, my dear, faid ſhe, you quite 
make! me fick ; but if you muſt be an- 
1115 | ſwered, 


— 
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wege, one is at home indiſpoſed with 
the gout; and the other, for ought 1 
know, is gone to the devil. Whether 
I ſee him to-morrow or not, I am de- 
termined to ſet out for Bath ; where, I 
hope, company and the waters will 
recruit the ſpirits I have ſpent in the 
country, with an old mother of three- 
fcore, and a droniſh huſband.. If I had 
children, there would be ſome excuſe 
for prudence; but, pleaſe me, as I have . 
none, I will enjoy my income to the 
laſt ſhilling ; and the delicate, tender- 
ſpirited Mr. Charles may, if he does 
not chuſe to accompany me, ſtay at 
home .and nurſe his old mother-in- 
BW. - t : 
I had ſcarce reſolution enough to 
bear this converſation ; but on reflecting 
that my advice would have no weight 
with her, I ſtifled my- indignation, for 
_ of giving offence. Luckily, the 
oy Fs door 
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door that moment opened, and.” intro- 
duced her good father-in-law ; who, 
though much dejected, looked better 
than I expected to ſee him. He in- 
quired of his daughter after his ſon; 
who very civilly told him he was well, 
and gone to a tenant's to receive ſome 
rent. 

It was really amazing to ſee the dif- 
ferent countenance ſhe put on at the 
ſight of this good man; which con- 
vinced me, how little judgments are 
to be formed from appearances. 

Mrs. Charles Egerton left me ſoon 
after tea; but my good friend ſtayed 
the evening, when we had a deal of 
ſerious chat; and he gave me ſome 
prudent advice, in regard to my future 
conduct as a wiſe; expreſſed the higheſt 
opinion of Mr. Philips, and wiſhed to 
ce. us ſoon and 
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r 
Maſter James, he told me, was very 
forward in his tongue; but exceedingly 
tender and fickly: And his Poor wife but 
"© indifferent. 
Yeſterday I made freſh bargains with 
all my aunt's ſervants, who were very 
' ready to continue with me. I have 
been much out of order all this day, 
with a pain in my head ; which I attri- 
bute t to a W of ſpirits. 'I am 


You vas. 
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"My dear Girl, 8 8 
R. Philip returned from Law 
don laſt Sunday ſevennight, and 

the day following made me his wife. 

We ſet out for the church different 

ways; and nothing would have been 

ſuſpected, if I had not fainted during 
the ceremony; which obliged my ſer- 
| want to run home for ſome -drops. 

"The Thurſday we began to ſee com- 

pany; and all this week we have been 

leaſing eſtates, and fettling Our affairs, 
which we find to be in much better 
order than we expected. And I doubt 
mot but, by prudent management, we 

{hall make more than 3001. a year, 

nest income, of the Denby eſtate ; 


which, with 12,0co1. I have in the. 
ſtocks, will be no inconſiderable for- 
tune for Mr. Philips; though if I may 
| judge the future by the preſent, I ſhall 
never think any thing too much to 
beſtow on him. We intend ſetting 5 
out in a few days for Lincolnſhire, 
to ſee how matters go there ; and do 
not propoſe to _ hither for ſome 
months. 

Mr. Philips 15 to regard coe main 
chance; and I really believe is a very 
ſober worthy man. I am as happy in 
my choice as heart can with ; and no- 
thing can add to my pleaſure; - but to 
hear you were ſo well diſpoſed of. I 
will certainly write to you from Lin- 
colnſhire. ; and am 3 
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Dear SOR MR | Coton. hill 


FTER a moſt tedious journey, 
and, perhaps, travelling through 
- ſome of the worſt roads in England, 
we laſt Tueſday month arrived at 
Cotton-hill, Mr. Philips' s ſeat ; which 
I find more agreeable than I expected; | 
though its being ſituated on the higheſt 
ſpot in the neighbourhood, muſt render 
it very bleak in the winter ſeaſon. 
The houſe is good, but the furniture 
very indifferent; and there not being 
a ſingle tree round it, makes the houſe 
appear but naked. Mrs. Philips was at 
home to receive us, which ſhe did with 
no good grace ; for what reaſon I can- 
not conceive, unleſs ſhe is afraid of 
| loſing 
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loſing the management of her ſon; 
whom, I apprehend, ſhe has kept greatly 
in awe from his infancy. Her perſon 
is little, and her ſkin much ſhrivelled; 
which muſt proceed either from ill neſs 
or uneaſineſs, as ſhe is not as yet fifty 
years of age. As we arrived in the 
evening, I had no opportunity of ſeeing 
the houſe until the next morning; 
which the old lady told me would be 
time enough, as I did. not intend to 
live in it. Such kind of expreſſions 
ſhe frequently threw out to me before 
ſupper; but afterwards ſhe became too 
happy to utter a ſyllable. Mr. Philips 
took not the leaſt notice of this abo- 
minable failure in his mother, but 


rather promoted the glaſs; when he 


rung the bell to have her carried to- 
bed, I could not forbear ſaying, that 
it ſhocked me greatly to ſee ſuch an 
unuſual ſight ; and that I was amazed 
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to find a woman of ſenſe voluntarily. 
drown her reaſon, and become little 

better than a brute. 
Mr. Philips was rather diſpleaſed at 
my taking this liberty with his mother; 
and, indeed, was inconſiderate enough 
to ſay, that all women of that age did, 
or ought to do the like, as they had, 
poor creatures, no other OR 
left! | 

This, though it appeared to me to 
be very ſtrange doctrine, yet I would 
not attempt to contradict ; as I was al- 
ways determined never to be at croſs 
purpoſes with my huſband. | 

The morning after our arrival, we 
As breakfaſt for old madam, at 
leaſt, two hours, as ſhe had the key 
of the tea-cheſt, and muſt not be Sib: 
turbed. * | 
Our e at 3 cable 
dib to touch upon extravagance; 

which 


* 


ts 


which Mrs. Philips harangued upon 


for three quarters of an hour; and con- 


cluded with this genteel ſentence, 
that ſhe dared pronounce me one of the 
gad-abouts, if ſhe was not greatly diſap- 


pointed in my looks. Here Mr. Philips 
was ſo good as to aſſure her, that ſhe 


was much miſtaken; but if not, that he 


ſhould ſoon new-model me. From 


| breakfaſt to near dinner, we ſtrolled 


in the gardens, and the field behind 
the houſe, where at one view you may 


command fix gentlemens ſeats, beſides 
a, number of elegant little cottages; 


which, in compariſon of .thoſe about 


us in Yorkſhitre, are. well inet aa 


laces, 
On my admiring this beautiful HR 


| ſpe, Mrs. Philips obſerved, that ſhe 


| had rather theſe ſeats were ſituated 
five hundred miles off; eſpecially at 
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this time ; for ſhe ſuppoſed they would . 
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all come with their equipages and re- 


tinue, and pay a viſit to me. 


While we were diſcourſing on this , 


; ſubject, | the pariſh bells ſtruck up; 
which both Mr. Philips and his mother 


would have put a ſtop to, if I had not 
inſiſted: on rewarding the ringers out 


of my pin money; for I took care to 


make a reſerve; and I fear, by what 
experience I have already had, it wil 
be very neceſſary. 

My own maid I left behind me in 
the country ; and as I was dreſſed by 
2 ſervant of the houſe, I had the curi- 
olity to-aſk her how long ſhe had lived 
here? ſhe told me about three months, 
and that nothing but my coming 
ſhould have kept her three days 
longer; for that her miſtreſs. was 
covetous, paſſionate, and proud; and 


was given to another failing, which 
ſhe thought no woman of reputation 


| would 


1 fg] 
would chuſe to be an eye-witneſs of. 
As to my young maſter, added ſhe, I 
never had the honour of ſeeing him 
before; but every one hereabout re- 
joiced when they heard he was mar- 


ried, for fear he ſhould be ruined by 


ſo bad an example. This honeſt girl's 


frank converſation pleaſed me mightily, - 


and J am determined to carry her with 
me to Denby ; where, I flatter myſelf, 


ſhe will fee a quite different ww of 
„ 


The ſecond morning 4 my arri- 


val, I received polite inquiries after my 


health, from Lord and Lady Griſdale, 
Lord and Lady Darby, Sir Harry Pan- 
craſs and his Lady, Sir John Fitz Don- 
ald, a Scotch Baronet, and ſeveral other 
people of diſtinction. The week fol- 
lowing, they paid their reſpects in form. 


The firſt day came Lord and Lady 5 


heal and Sir Harry and Lady Pan- 
craſs, 


L ws Þ 

craſs. Lord Grifdale is a nobleman. of 
immenſe fortune, about forty, years of 

age; his lady, a little, ſhort, ſquab wo- 
man, who is eternally ſhaking. her 
ſides with laughing ; and I am told, it 
is impoſſible to put her out of temper. 
Sir Harry is a young man lately mar- 
ried; his lady, a fine perſon, but rather 
ſhy, which will ſoon be got the better 
of in this country, where it is next to 
impoſſible to avoid being in company. 
Lady Griſdale accoſted me thus: 
e Mrs. Philips, you are welcome into 
* Lincolnſhire ; all the neighbourhood 
< have long wiſhed Mr. Philips a good 
« wife, that he might receive compa- 


3 ny, and come abroad like other 


4 people. And now he is ſo happy 
< as to have attained what we have ſo 
„ long: wiſhed him, I hope we ſhall 
be good neighbours, lay aſide. all 
< . and have many a hearty 5 


e laugh 


if 1 1 


e laugh together; at which ſhe ſet up 


one of the loudeſt I ever heard. 1 
| thanked her ladyſhip for her obliging 
behaviour; and aſſured her, I ſhould 
always endeavour to promote good 
neighbourhood, whenever I was fo 
happy as to be in this. country ; but 


we were obliged, by my aunt's-injunc- 


tions, to fix o abode in Yorkſhire. 
« Oh bleſs me,” ſaid ſhe, «© what a 
« droll thing is that? Ha, ha, ha, ha! 
« and ſo we are to loſe you again as 
e ſoon as we know you!] that is vaſtly 
« comical indeed.” | 

Lady Pancraſs then made one obſer- 
vation; which was, that as ſhe and 
myſelf were near of an age, ſhe had 


propoſed . great pleaſure in my com- 


pany; and was very ſorry to find ſhe 
was to loſe me again ſo ſoon. - The 
gentlemen talked chiefly politicks ; ; and 
foon after 1 —_ all left us. 


4 
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The next viſitors were Lord and 
1 Darby, Sir John Fitz Donald, 
Mr. and Mrs. Claſh, and two or three 
others; which, as they have neither 
any thing particular in their perſons or 
characters, I ſhall not trouble you with 
their names. Lord Darby is a luſty, 
ſtout man, vaſtly good- natured, but 
nothing delicate. My lady, by way 
of contraſt, is the very pink of deli- 


cCacy, light made, long- favoured, of a 


fallow complexion. . It is true, ſhe has 
ſome reaſon to complain of her health ; 
but, for one real complaint, ſhe feigns 
a thouſand. | 
This tender creature was taken out 
of the chaiſe in her footman's arms, 
and carried into the parlour, that her 
feet might not touch the ground. 
Then a bottle of lavendar was pro- 
duced, to prevent her fainting after the 
fatigue. My lord defired we would 
1 oh take 
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take no notice of her, until ſhe had 


recovered herſelf ; which was ſome 


time firſt; when, after a few weak 
efforts, ſhe welcomed me to Cotton- 
hill ; and faid, that it was with great 
difficulty ſhe came to viſit me; for 


really a poſt-chaiſe' was too much exer- 


ciſe, and more than her tender limbs 
could bear. I have often thought, ſaid 
ſhe, of buying a litter, and I am now 
determined upon having one. Her 
lap-dog was brought in by my lord, 
who only waited her orders when to 
deliver up his charge. Sir John Fitz 
Donald is a handſome, well- made, 
young man; a native of Scotland, but has 
lately purchaſed an eſtate in this neigh- 
bourhood. He ſpeaks broad Scotch; 
but you muſt know I do not like him 
at all the worſe for that. Mr. Claſh is 
a hum- drum country ſquire; and ma- 
n_ one of your eternal tatlers, who 


knows 
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knows more than any other perſon, and 
conſiderably more than ſhe ought: 
Lady Darby has an utter averſion to 
her; and, as my lord informed us 
afterwards, her ladyſhip was much the 
worſe for meeting her here. The con- 
verſation chiefly ran upon illneſs, in 
which Lady Darby bore the bell; 
having, in imagination at leaſt, experi- 
enced every ail in the known world. 
Mrs. Claſh had an infallible receipt for 
each different —_—— 1 for _ 
half a ſcore.” , 

Mr. Claſh put a ſtop to the fabjedt, 
* damning Mrs. Claſh's impertinence, 
in endeavouring to be wiſer than the 
reſt of her neighbours, and for keeping 
her tongue perpetually going in matters 

that did not concern her. This rough 

| ſpeech, I believe, madam was preparing 
to anſwer, when we perceived Lady 
; * falling into an hyſteric fit; 
which, 
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which, Lord Darby ſaid, he was afraid 


would be the conſequence, the moment 


Mrs. Claſh began to ſpeak: _ His lord- 


ſhip ſaid, that he was the moſt unfor- 
tunate man in the world ; that hyſteri- 
cal complaints might, for aught he 
knew, be eſteemed delicacies i an 
unmarried woman, but truly they were 
very bad ingredients for a wife. _ 
Mr. Philips was for letting her come 
to herſelf without any aſſiſtance ; but 
this I could not. conſent to; and Mrs. 
Philips having ſome drops above ſtairs, 
I ran to fetch them, while Sir John 
Fitz Donald held my lady. 

As ſoon as ſhe recovered herſelf, 
ſhe immediately diſpatched one of the 
ſervants for Dr. Wiſeacre, her lady- 
ſhip's. phy ſician, with orders to meet 
her at home by eight o'clock; and 
then, in a faint voice, ſaid, Mrs. Phi- 
lips, you will be ſo good as to excuſe 
| CR 
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me; you ſee my unhappy conſtitution; 
and ſo was conveyed to her chaiſe, in 
the ſame manner ſhe was brought from 
it. My lord fetched a deep ſigh, lifted 
up his eyes, and, with the lap-dog in 
his arms, followed her into the chaiſe, 
which drove away with the utmoſt ſo- 
lemnityr. 

Mr. Claſh and bis wife had after- 
wards ſeveral debates; which Mr. 
Philips 'as often put a ſtop to; and 
-by what I could obſerve, there was a 
-great intimacy between the two gentle- 
men, who drank a comfortable bowl 
of punch together, which was not 
finiſhed till ten at night; Mrs. Claſh 
haranguing all the while on the differ- 
ent quality of every herb, and the 
quantity that ſhould be uſed on ſuch 

and ſuch occaſions. | 

Mr. Philips's mother fell aſleep ; a 8 


indeed, * had great cs to reſenia.. : 


EY 1] 
We have "oe no viſitors ſince that time, 
- nor” have I any thing new to write to 
you. We ſhall leave this place in leſs 
than two months; but you may depend 
on * from me again before. 
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1 am, 8 
N Dear Mira, 
. - | 
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to do, but patiently ſubmit ? 


LETTER IX; 


4 

My dear Mira, ; | * Cotton-hill 
OW will you be ſurprized, when 
I inform you that Mr. Philips 


has given his mother an invitation to 


live with him at Denby? which ſhe 


has, to my great concern, accepted of ; 


and no objections I can poſſibly make 


to the contrary, will avail any thing 
with either party. 
I date my miſery from the firſt hour 


I ſaw her. That ſhe has the intire 


aſcendancy over her ſon, is very certain. 
That he has a right of authority over 
me, is as certain. And that he will not 
loſe an inch of his prerogative, is more 
certain than either. What have I then 


The 


;\ 1 

The wheel of fortune turns ſwiftly 
round; and, perhaps, a better lot may 
be deſtined for me. Madam may 
change her mind ; or my goed ſpouſe 
grow .weary of her company. Mr. 
Pope ſays, Whatever is, is right; 
and ſo undoubtedly we ought to think ; 
and therefore the leaſt we can do, is to 
hope for the beſt. _ 

This houſe and the eſtate is advertiſed 
to be let. If your mother chuſes to 
live in the country, ſhe cannot take a 
more chearful, pretty place. I heartily 


wiſh ſhe would ſeriouſly think of it, as 


Mr. Philips will have frequent calls into 
this part of the world; and conſequent- 
ly, I ſhall have a proſpect of ſeeing my 
dear Mira much oftener : than I other- 
| wiſe ſhould. _ . 
Mr. Philips will let the bouſ with, 

or without the furniture, as is moſt 
convenient and agreeable to a tenant. 
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I wiſh I could oy you an i invitation 


to pay a viſit to the place, before we 
leave it ; but my lord and maſter is in 


ſo great a hurry to return to Vorkſhire, 
that it is rendered impoſſible. 

Mr. Claſh has the letting the houſe, 
&c. And no perſon more proper than 
Madam Claſh, to point out the particu- 
lar conveniences attending it; who, I 
warrant you, will not let the moſt mi- 
nute circumſtances eſcape her: I have 
been; for this fortnight paſt, violently 
afflidted with cholical pains, and have 
totally loſt my appetite; and if I do 


not grow better ſoon, ſhall ſet out for 


the Bath ; from which place my next 
letter will, in all probability, be dated. 


My compliments attend all friends; and 
believe me, dear Mira, 


 YouRs. 
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wrt rr i 
un Mira, 98 857 Bath. © 
Fre x the various turnings and 

windings Dame Fortune has 
carried me. through, ſhe has at laſt 
given me an opportunity of ſceing this 
noted city; where I arrived about a 
fortnight ſince. 

A friend of Mr. Philips's took lodg- 
ings for us near the abbey; which is 
very convenient for me, as I am 1 55 
larly to drink the waters four tinies a f 
day. — 
The morning after I came here, # 4 
went early to the pump-room ; which. 
I found filled with cripples of all ages, 
ranks, and denominations. In my 
| opinion, a moſt ; deplorable fight! ! And 
how it is poſlible to receive any degree 
G 4 of 
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of pleaſure, when you have ſuch 1 
jects before your eyes, I cannot con- 
ceive. But certain it is, that many 
people of both ſexes attend every 
morning, purely out of amuſement. 
About eleven, I followed the multi- 
tude to the public rooms; where I be- 
- held people. likewiſe of all ages and 
ranks, who, in poſſeſſion of health and 
vigour, were mouldering away their 
time over -a pack of cards: . This 
ſhameful practice becomes more and 
more pernicious, as the people of qua- 
lity play for greater ſums every ſeaſon; 
and we frequently hear of ſome un- 
lucky mortal, who throws away his 
life 1 in purſuit of his money. _ 

1 ſoon withdrew from this ſcene of 
iniquity ; ; where the anxious care 
painted 4 in their countenances, gave me 
a convincing proof, that their game was 
not pleaſure, but profit. From thence I 

1 | took 
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took a walk to Simpſon” s gardens, where 


nature is moſt beautifully diſplayed ; 


and the freſh air felt ſo very reviving, 


that, in compariſon, it appeared like 
another world. 

Mr. Philips ſpent moſt part of dh 

evening at the coffee-houſe ; where, I 

was informed, the entire converſation 

turned upon the ſudden and haſty reſig- 

nation of a certain great man. 

The next evening after my arrival, I 
went to the ball, which was ſo crouded, 
that it was difficult either to breathe or 
move. I engaged myſelf to dance 
with Mr. Floyer, a gentleman I met 
| ſome time ago at Mr. Charles Eger- 
ton's; and who is ſoon to be' married 


to his old flame, . Miſs Corniſh; and 


intends, I find, to live in our neigh- 
bourhood at Denby. But upon ſeeing 
five and forty couple ſtand up, we did 
not think it adviſeable to make a toil 

'G 5, Fraud 
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of a pleaſure ; ; neither would it have 
ſiuited my preſent ſtate of healtb. 
Mr. Philips, who holds all public di- 
verſions in the higheſt contempt, ſpent 
his evening with Mr. Douglas, a great 
antiquarian, who had rather ſee the 
finger of an antient ſtatue of Venus, 


than the moſt compleat modern fleſh 
and blood. 


Mr. Floyer and myſelf got home 
about twelve o'clock. Mr. Philips 
waited ſupper for us, and expreſſed 
great ſurprize, that we could find 
amuſement to detain us ſo long. To 
this obſervation of his, we could make 
no other reply but curioſity, which 
tempted us to ſee the different dreſſes 
and attitudes of the various multi- 
tude. 

On the Tueſday morning I Tr to 
bathe, which I bore much better than 
1 ä and hope ten days or a 

fortnight 


fortnight longer will compleat my 


cure. 


Mr. Floyer is voying furniture and 
fine clothes for his wedding, which he 


paid me the compliment to aſk my ap- 
probation of. He is really a very en- 


gaging young gentleman, and is fo 
obliging as to ſpend a great deal of his 
time at our lodgings. In converſing 
together laſt night, we naturally fell 


upon the topic of matrimony ; which 


he appeared vaſtly pleaſed at; and after 
ſome converſation, he deſired my opi- 
nion as to the choice of a wife. I told 
him, I apprehended his mind was al- 


ready fixed in that particular, therefore 


begged to be excuſed ſaying any thing. 


on that head; but that he was very 


welcome to have my thoughts with 
regard to the conduct of a huſband; 


which he very readily accepted of, and 


begged me to be very free in relating 


G6 | them, 
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them. Whereupon, I told him, that 
though my experience in life had been 
but very few years; yet I had ſeen 
enough of matrimony to convince me, 
that it might be rendered the happieſt 
ſtate we mortals were capable of enjoy- 
ing on earth; and ſo, on the contrary, 
quite the reverſe: That it was proper to 
lay down a few rules; but as nothing is 
agreeable, that is under reſtraint, I 
ſhould only beg leave to give him my 
advice, which he was at liberty to diſ- 
regard, if he thought it not worth his 
attention. 

In the firſt place, JOIN I, it is 
neceſſary to make yourſelf acquainted, 
if poſſible, with the diſpoſition of the 
lady you intend to make your wife; 
ſome failings muſt be expected in every 
woman; very few, I fear, are without 
faults : Yet ſome there are to be found, 
that are ſo i in their natural diſpo- 

| ſition, 
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ſition, © that it is ſcarce in any perſon's 
power to put them out of humour; 


neither can the artful malice of a ſlan- 
derous tongue make any impreſſion on 


them to the injury of their neighbour; 
all their behaviour is ſweetneſs and 


complacency, and their native chear- 


fulneſs ſhows a heart free from envy, 


and a conſcience void of offence. If 
ſuch a one be your lot, Sir, you need 
no advice-in regard to your future con- 
duct; for none but a brute can be other- 
wiſe than happy with ſuch a choice. 


But if fo compleat a one ſhould not - 
fall to your ſhare, as to be ſure the 


odds are great againſt you, make it 
your ſtudy to find out early the misfor- 


tune ſhe labours under; and if it be 


pride, take the firſt opportunity of car- 


rying her to places, where ſhe may ſee 
e of higher ſtation in life than 


herſelf; 
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| Herſelf; tal if you could introduce her 
to * of the firſt rank, ſhe would 
ſoon be convinced, that affability was 
the charateriſtic- of an accompliſhed 
woman. If ſhe is paſſionate, let her 
vent her rage on herſelf; by no means 
; oppoſe, or endeavour to pacify her; for 
as fuel to fire, ſo are words to a bot- 
headed woman. 

When ſhe has * all that ſhe is 
capable of ſaying, then will her paſſion 
ſubſide, and diſſolve into tears; take then 
your opportunity of reaſoning with her, 
and be ſure. to do it with great com- 
mand of temper. Endeavour to ſatisfy 

r, how greatly ſhe has expoſed” her- 
fa Report to her what words ſhe 
has thrown out unbecoming her ſex ; 
and then, with tenderneſs and affec- 
tion, entreat her, for the future, to 
- call reaſon to her aid, and to leave off 

\ thoſe 


2 * 


Fn 1, 
thoſe. phrenſies, before me bly made 


herſelf a public talk, and oY the moſt. 


miſerable of men. 


If ſhe is ſullen, 6 to ind 


out the cauſe ; if ſhe will not acquaint 
you with it, leave her to herſelf, and a 


little time will bring her to be aſhamed | 


of her conduct. If, on the contrary, 


ſhe makes known to. you the reaſon of 


her ſullenneſs, and it appears that you 
are blameable, it will, I think, be a 


a proper condeſcenſion in you to ac- ' 


knowledge it; but if otherwiſe, your 
proper method will be, to convince her, 
by reaſon and argument, that 50 are 

the injured perſon. 
Theſe three diſpofitions that I have , 
mentioned, are the only bad ones we 
derive from our birth. Peeviſhneſs is 
| bred either by ſickneſs or trouble, and 
nurſed into a — by indulgent 
huſbands | 
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Huſbands. or parents. Covetouſneſs, 
. extravagance, and the like, are, in my 
opinion, habits only, which are con- 
tracted in our infancy, from the ex- 
- ample of our parents, or thoſe who 
have the care of our education. 

This ſage advice, perhaps, from ſo 
young a head, vill produce a ſmile 
from you; but partly from the edify- 
ing diſcourſe of good Mr. Egerton, and 

partly from the obſervations I have 
made upon the few couples I am ac- 
quainted with, I have learned what, I 
have now been relating to you. And 
though 1 do not look upon myſelf to 
be the worſt of tempers, yet I have 
e many ſtruggles to command 
"it, when I would chuſe to make Og 
eee, eaſy to me, which are not 
perfectly agreeable. Mr. Philips and - 
| Hos are of very difterent W 
it 
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it is therefore bighly neceſſary that each 
at times ſhould give way; and by thus 
doing, J hope, we ſhall make our lives 
a ſcene of joy and tranquility. 5 

Mr. Floyer ſincerely thanked me for 
my good advice, as he was pleaſed to 
term it; though he hoped it would be 
his lot to meet with the amiable cha- 
_ rater I had at firſt deſcribed ; and, as 
a proof of his choice, he had made it 
his ſtudy for four years together, to 
make himſelf acquainted with Miſs 
Corniſh's imperfections; and on being 
convinced it was a fruitleſs attempt, he” 
had determined to make her an offer. 
And further to ſatisfy me, that he mar- 


ried her purely for love; ſhe had, as * 


he told me, but a very ſmall fortune; * 
but then ſhe was poſſeſſed of all the 
accompliſhments neceſlary to render 
him *. malt bleſt of all mortal men. 


I hope 


EW | 
J hope to write to you once more 
before I leave this place. Love and 
compliments attend you, and believe 
me ä n 
YouRs, 
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My dear Mira, | Denby: 


I AM ſorry it was not in my power to 7 
write to you from the Bath, as I 
promiſed ; but we were ſo perpetually : 
engaged in company, that I 8 = 
had not time. 4 
We left that place yeſterday was 

three weeks; ; and as Mr. Philips had 
ſome years ago a little eſtate left him in 
Devonſhire, which he had never ſeen, 
he choſe to make a tour thither in his 
way to Vorkſhire; the fartheſt way 
about being the neareſt way home. | 
Our firſt day's journey was performed , W 
without any diſaſter whatever; but on | 
the ſecond, about fix miles from a 
| place called Burroughbridge, one of the 
3 


„ \J- 
hinder wheels of the chaiſe flew off; 
which occaſioned an occurrence not 
unlike that which King Charles the 
Second met with at the miller of Manſ- 
field's. 
- >" expreſs our forlorn and d deplorable 
ſituation, is impoſſible. The weather 
as bad as you can imagine. Night 
esp ming on very faſt; and no appear- 
ance of any ſort of habitation, to put 
our heads into. However, we thought 
it beſt to ſend the ſervants and horſes 
on to the inn, with orders to bring us 
a chaiſe, if there was one to be got; 
and ſo went ourſelyes in purſuit of ſome 
humble cott, where we might, at leaſt, 
find ſhelter from the inclemency of the 
weather, and which we were ſo fortu- 
nate as to meet with, about half a mile 
diſtant. But it was ſo wretched a hut, 
as you Londoners i can form no idea of. 
The good woman of the houſe we 
* 


[147 ] 
found at home, covered with rags; ; 
round her ſtood five children, rather 
naked than cloathed ; more of their 
ſkin being expoſed to. the open air, 
than was hid by er tattered =" 
ments. 

The furniture conſiſted of an old 
bed - ſtead, two miſerable chairs, a cheſt, 
though not large, full big enough to 
hold all the cloaths they were poſſeſſed 
of; ſome broken ſtone ware, and a 
ſmall crock to boil their victuals in. 
The poor woman was at firſt greatly 
ſurprized at ſeeing us; but on our 
making known to her the accident that 
brought us thither, ſhe recovered her- 
ſelf, and accoſted us in the following 
manner. Why zure I can't zay, but 
„ were aghaſt at firſt, when I zeed - 
« zuch grand gentry coming into my 
e poor habitation ; but zince you have 
00 meet with zuch a miſchance, to be 
« Zure 
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“e zure tis better to be in a- doors, than 
de out in the rain; and you be cruel 
e welcome to tarry here, as long as 


7 


you do think proper.” 
We returned her thanks for bon kind 


5 Wa 2: and defired to know of her, 


if ſhe could by any means get us a bit 
of bread and cheeſe, or a potatoe to 


y 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


roaſt, or any eatables whatever, . Zure,” 
ſaid ſhe, maiſter, I am cruel zorry it 
| ſhould be your hard lot to call into 


zich a poor place as this is, for zure 
and zure we have nothing but a ſtale 
coarſe loaf in the houſe, which you 


ſhall be as welcome to as the king, 
if zo be you like it; but for taties, or 
* napes, or any garden ware whatſo- 


e 


ever, we have none agrowed; for 
you muſt know the floods waſh away 
every thing hereabouts in the winter 
zeazon. But howſomever, now I be- 
think myzelf, our ſpotted black and 

white 


wa” 
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« White hen was zit a brood but 1 
«© terday, and if you do chooſe an egg, 
cc you ſhall be wonderful welcome to 
« one.” Mr. Philips, who had hitherto 
underſtood this woman's language as 
well as he did Arabic, perfectly entered 
into the ſpirit of the laſt ſentence, and 
accepted the good woman's offer ; and 
we had. an. egg boiled for each of us, 
which we: greedily devoured, without 
table-cloth, butter, or ſalt, making uſe 

of our pocket knives in the room of 
tea-ſpoons. 

Juſt as we had ended this curious 
repaſt, the landlord arrived; who was 
equally -as much ſurpriſed at the fight 
of us as his wite had been, 

. While we were talking to him, our 
ſervant returned, and informed us, that 
there was no chaiſe to be hired; but 
that our own would be ready to fetch 
us in the morning. We diſpatched 
"4 him 
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him again with orders to come as early 
as poflible, We had a good fire made, 
and prepared ourſelves to fit by it the 
. remainder of the night. The poor 
woman attempted, in her way, to make 
an apology for her hufband's- going to 
bed; who, ſhe ſaid, was a hard labour- 
ing man, and had been to work ever 
ſince it was day-break, for the trifling 
ſum of a ſhilling, which it ſeems he 
could only earn when he was in perfect 
health; and by which you find, that fix 
ſhillings a week is the utmoſt farthing a 
poor huſbandman can get, and yet is 
obliged to maintain his family out of it, 
whether it be great or ſmall. And here 
I cannot help repeating a ſaying, and a 
very true one, of my poor aunt's : 
«© That one half of the world do not 
« know what the other half ſuffer.” 
But to return; about a quarter of an 
hour after ſupper,” we had the pleaſure 
| of 
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of ſceing the maſter of the houſe put to 
bed, with his five children, two at the 
head by him, and the other three at 
the feet. He had not been many mi- 
nutes lain down, before he began to 
ſerenade us with his ſleeping muſic; 
and never varied his note, till it was 
time for him to riſe again. 
The poor woman entertained us all 
night with a hiſtory of her poverty and 
pains; which, as well as I could under- 
ſtand them in the country dialect, ap- 
peared greater than any mortal was ca- 
pable of ſupporting. However, it had 
a proper effect on us; for when we left 
her, which was about four o'clock, we 
each of us gave her a guinea; which 
tranſported the poor creature ſo much, 
that the wept for joy. | 
At ſix we got to Bactachbiides 
which, though a miſerable place in it- 
ſelf, appeared to us to great advantage. 
A 
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There we took a' breakfaſt, lay that 
night at Collumpton, and the next 
morning arrived at 'the antient city of 
Exeter. 7 

The country about it is moſt im- 
menſely fine; ſtately trees, green paſ- 
tures, pleaſant hills, and ſerpentine ri- 
vers, are to be ſeen from every view. 
The city is badly built, and much 
worſe paved. The church- yard, in 
which ſtands the cathedral, is a beauti- 
ful ſpot, ornamented with ſeveral croſs 
gravel walks, with rows of trees, which 
are kept regularly cut, and have a very 
pretty effect. The cathedral is called 
St. Peter's. It is a moſt noble ſtructure, 
in which is the ſecond, if not the firſt, 
beſt organ in England. The pipes 
are vaſtly large, and make a moft mag- 
nificent appearance. 

The biſhop's throne 1s ; likewiſe very 
handſome, and of curious workman- 


ſhip. 
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ſhip. And here I hope you will excuſe 
the digreſſion, if I ſay, that at this pre- 
ſent time, the dioceſe is filled with a 
worthy prelate *; who is not only an 
ornament to the church to which he 
belongs, but to the age in which he 
Des. 

The day after we came | happening 
to be Sunday, we poſtponed our jour- 
ney until Tueſday morning; and at- 
tended divine ſervice, both parts of the 
day, at the cathedral. After ſervice 
we went on the public walks, where 
we ſaw a great many gentlemen and 
ladies dreſſed very handſome. Every 
neceſſary of life, I was told, was to be 
had in that city at a very reaſonable 
price; which, with the pleaſantneſs of 
the ſituation, * the er in which 
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the citizens ſeem to live, I ſhould think, 
muſt make it one of the moſt deſirable 
n in this part of the globe. 

I had almoſt forgot to tell you, what 
I think greatly deſerves to be taken 
notice of in this city; and chat is, a 
well-built hoſpital, with a hundred and 
fifty beds, and all other accommoda- 
tions and conveniences for ſick and indi- 
gent objects, ſituated on a healthy ſpot, 
built and ſupported by voluntary con- 
tributions, and conducted with great 
on management and ceconomy. 

This noble ſtructure redounds greatly 
to the credit of the city and county of 
Devon, and to the honour of all its 
contributors; who, while thi ey prepare 
an aſylum here below for the relief of 
their poor diſtreſſed brethren, lay up 
for themſelves above an everlaſting 
habitation in the joys of eternity. 


. 


| Tueſday | 


' Philips's eſtate; a miſerable bleak place, 
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Tueſday morning we left Exeter, 
and got that evening to Frieſland, Mr. 
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an one fide Dattmore; where, if we 
had not ſent orders before, we could 
not have got any proviſion either for 
ourſelves or horſes. The farmer told 
us, that he had not ſeen Mr. Filch, the 
gentleman who looked after the eſtate, 
and received twenty pounds a year for 
his trouble, ever ſince he heard of Mr. 

Philips's coming into Devonſhire; and 
that ſome people ſhould ſay, that he 
was flown the country, becauſe he had 

received one hundred pounds a year for 
the eſtate, and had remitted but three- 
ſcore. © This, upon enquiry; proved to 
be true; but as he had a large fami- 
ly, we aſſured his wife, that he might 
return to- her again, without being 


troubled by either of us. 
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We called a ſurvey; ſold our eſtate; 
2 after a moſt tedious and diſagtee- 
able journey arrived in perfect health at 
Denby; where, by way of conſolation, 
the old Lady Philips was got before us. 
What has happened to me ſince, is 
nothing very material; therefore I ſhall 
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LETTER XXI. 


bo dear Mira, et ds Deaby. 
R. Philips and myſelf have been 
baſy, ever ſince our return, in 
new-modelling and furniſhing this poor 
old ruin; notwithſtanding which, I de- 
ſpair of ever ſecing it in proper order. Old 
madam is afraid her ſon will ruin him- 
ſelf; and frequently throws out ſome 
cruel reflections on me, when we are 
about making any alterations. Soon 
after our arrival here, dear Mr. Egerton 
came to ſee us; but not his wife, who 
is a mere ſlave to her young ſon, and 
who, poor child, I am ſorry to inform 
you, is paſt all hopes of recover. 
Mr. Egerton, I think, looks but ill; 
we had ſome private conference toge- 
H 4 ../\: then, 
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ther, wherein J entreated him to uſe 
his intereſt with Mr. Philips to part 
with his mother ; which if he did not, 
I could foreſee no proſpect of any thing 
but miſery ; for ſhe had ſo much the 
ear of her ſon, that whatever ſhe ſaid 
was a law; whilſt poor I, ſcarce Aang 
eee, to give my opinion. 
This good man promiſed to do every 
thing that lay in his power; but withal 
told me, he feared it would avail no- 
| thing, and therefore would adviſe me 
to bear it with all the chearfulneſs I 
poſſibly could, and God Almighty 
would perhaps relieve me of this into- 
lerable burden, before I could expect 
it; for he was credibly informed that 
ſhe had entirely ruined her conſtitution 
by too great a fondneſs for the creature. 
This, I told him, was too true; but 
how ſhall I ſurpriſe you, my dear Mira, 
when I tell you that Mr. Philips has 
done the fame! . Two 


* 
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_ Two days after we came here, Mr. 
Claſh and his lady paid us a viſit, Mr. 
Philips, it ſeems, unknown to me, had 
taken a houſe for them. . in this neigh- 1 

bourhood. | 
You muſt know, that thi ſame Mr. 
- Claſh and Mr. Philips were bottle 
companions, and inſeparable friends, in 
Vorkſhire. It ſignifies nothing for me 
to give my advice. Mr. Philips has 
the higheſt contempt of it; and I am 
ſorry to ſay, is paſſionate, proud, Cove- 
tous, and ſullen; ſtill he is my huſ- 
band, and I love him, which makes 
my caſe much more deplorable. If I 
pay a viſit to a neighbour, it is, in his 
opinion, loſing ſo much time; if Igo 
a journey, it is attended with expences; 
and if I ſtay at home, I might be em- 
ployed to better advantage, although I 
work my fingers to the bone, in making 
his ſhirts and other linen. 8 = 
H 5 All 
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Alt this 1 muſt learn to bear; and 
my only conſolation is, that he likes 
me as well as the reſt of the ſex, 
whom he has from his -infancy been 

taught to look on as neceflary evils, 

which men are obliged to be pligued 
| with, in order to mne m family 

affairs. ; 
Madam Philips is- miſtreſs of Denby, 

though it is my dear aunt's legacy to 
me, and I arm head ſervant only; and 
what is worſe, an unfortunate witneſs 
of the drinking bouts, that are held in 
the old wainſcot parlour every night ; 


and where, I ſuppoſe, T ſhall" be ad- 


mitted no longer, when they have given 

over hopes of my being a party con- 
cerned; which God give me grace to 
withſtand, as well as patience 9 5 re- 
ſignation to my unhappy fate! 

Mr. Charles Egerton and his lady are 
at daggers drawn; madam has drove 
8 her 
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1 ' own * mother out of the houſe, 

which ſhe had the generoſity to give 
up to her on the marriage. The 
houſe ſuffers ſome alteration every day; 
for ſhe: is not eaſy at home, unleſs ſhe 
has workmen about her, to amuſe her 
thoughts, as ſhe is pleaſed to call it. 
And as company is lo very expenſive, 
that their fortune is not ſufficient to 
ſupport it, all that good man hears 
from her, is, that ſhe wiſhes ſhe had 
married one of a large eſtate, that ſhe 
might have played the devil without 
feeling it. Poor Mr. Charles has kept 
this vile, tyrannical diſpoſition of her's | 
a a-ſecret, as long as ſhe would permit it 
to be ſo herſelf. But now, though he 
ſtill retains a ſurpriſing love and affec- 
tion for her, he vents his concern by 
opening his heart to his father and 
other friends; who all join in pitying 


* who has not ſpirit to controul and 
Hs blame 
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blame her, who has not i to 
be controuled. 
They ſtill live together, but I fear it 
will not be long. He has enough of 
the man in him to reſent her behaviour, 
and I believe will ſoon be obliged to 
curtail her extravagance. This unhappy 
ſituation of the ſon ſits heavy on the 
parents; and I muſt now, with ſorrow 
acknowledge, that this neighbourhood, 
which two years ago was compoſed of 
the moſt happy, chearful people in 
the world, is now the very reverſe. 
But I have forgot that Iam writing to 
an untnarried woman, and therefore, as 
Jam in a melancholy mood, will con- 
clude, by es you that Jam, 
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Moſt ſincerely, _ 
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LETTBR XXII 


eee CIT ho 


Fear by the purport of the follow - 

ing lines, you will think I have 
begun where I left off in my laſt. But 
I effure you, full a fortnight has paſſed, 
before I could find an opportunity of 
writing to you; and ſuch a fortnight, as, 
I hope, I ſhall never experience a ſe- 
cond time; nor do I even. know when 
* ſorrow will have an ent. 

Poor Mre. E gerton, Shout ten fav 
ago, ſent to me in the dead of the 
night to come to her. I immediately 
| obeyed her commands ; but how ſhall 
I deſcribe the fituation I found her in! 
All drowned i in tears, and motionleſs, 
with her eyes fixed on her dear little 


ſon, 


158 J 
ſon, who expired about an hour before. 
We with great difficulty removed him 
from her ſight; and when he was taken 
away, ſhe was, in all appearance, a 
ſtatue. I tarried with her until the 
funeral was over, and in all that time 
ſhe would neither eat or drink any 
thing, but what was in a manner forced 
down her throat; neither would ſhe 
receive the leaſt conſolation. - The 
morning that I left her, ſhe delivered 
me a copy of verſes, whether wrote 
by herſelf, or only tranſcribed, I can- 
not aſcertain, ſhe being too low to be 
_ aſked the queſtion; bat as they are 
very expreſſive of her uncommon ten- 
derneſs, and I think not unworthy your 
Nuit, 1 * ſent: tham to ys 
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- Can I be * N Shes wa 2 nature cries, 
And I have loſt, the darling of my eyes? 
Tho? 'tis in vain to wiſh for his return, —_ 
Yet all the ties of nature bid me mourn. 


t 19 } 
If you can ſtill the unrelenting ſea, | 
Aol ende ld bl aged; -1 
Or cauſe the tide to ceaſe to ebb and flow; 
Or hinder the deſcent of hail, or naß; 
If you can ſtop the thunder's dreadful roar, , 
Or cauſe the billows not to laſh the ſhore;  _ 
If, you can lull the hurricane to fleep, _ 
Then may your words perſuade me not to weep. * 
Indulge me leave but to lament his fall. 
As David monrn'd for Jonathan and Saul; 
Or if it may with innocence be done, 4 2 21 
As he lamented Abſalom, his ſon; 
When, in the anguiſh of his ſoul, he cry'd, 
Would God, my ſon, I in thy place had dyd! 
Then lend your aid, if any ſuch there be, 
That lov'd a child; or mourn for one, my 
Let your kind ſighs with me in enn 
And add your ſympathiaing tears to mine, 
That f may in ſtreams to ſwelling rIvers %, 1 iy 
Until thoſe rivers to a deluge gros. 
But if there's hone commiſerate my'caſe, + , + 
And in your breaſt no pity finds a place; 
Let not your cenſute add to my concern, 
Nor ſlight the eauſe that moves me thus to mourn. 
If you are free from. trouble, void of pain, | 
$5 nor omaha OT TOO” 


be 4 


I know: | 


11 S 4+ 
1 know the ſtroke is from the hand die, 1 6 
To whom 1955 complain, tho? not repine. *q 


al 


Her poor huſband has defired her to 
dry up her tears, and endeavour to get 
the better of her affliction, which ſhe 
has promiſed him, if poſſible, to do; 
and I hope time and reſolution will 
reſtore her to her former: health and 
„ 

On my return from this melancholy 
ſcene, I was taken ill myſelf, and in a 
few days miſcarried. At which neither 
Mr. Philips or his mother ſeemed much 
diſpleaſed, as they expreſs an equal 
diſlike' to what they call the an 
and noiſe of children. 

I haye not as yet entirely recovered 

my ſtrength ; and I muſt own to. you, 
I have not been treated with that ten- 
derneſs that might be expected; but I 
take very little notice of it, as 1 know 


101 
it is not in Mr. Philips's nature to be- 
have otherwiſe; for between you and I, 
it is as impoſſible to make him ſenſible 
of feeling, as it is to make an impreſ- 
fion on a rock of ſtone. 

Mr. Floyer and Miſs Corniſh were 
married yeſterday morning. If there is 
any true happineſs in that ſtate, they 
have all the reaſon in the world to ex- 
pect it, and I pray God gry not 
be diſappointed. 4 

I am glad to find you 1 500 paying 
a viſit to Cotton-hill, and hope you will 
not be prevented. My compliments 
2 attend Jour 8500 mother, 5 and Na 
me 
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Dear Ns e LE "19/1: Dbaiby: 
TOTuG can give me greater 
pleaſure than to find you ſettled 
at Chen Ul. As Mr. Philips and 
your mother were obli . correſpond 
concerning the houſe, I thought there 
was no neceſſity fot my writing to you, 
until every thing, was ſettled,” which k 
now fincerely give you Joy of; and am 
glad you are pleaſed with your nelgh- 
| bourhood, 

I would not have you — the loſs 
of Mr. and Mrs. Claſh ; for I aſſure you, 
neither of them are worth your notice; 
though Mr. Philips ſcarce viſits any 
other family; {and I am ſorry to fay, 
they get in liquor every night, either at 


ane 
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one houſe or the other, and aden 
| part till the morning. be 41 
One day laſt week. ths out pay 
us a vifit, but Beaufort and his 
dear girl, as he calls her. No meſſage 
was ſent before, leſt (as I ſuppoſe) they” 
ſhould not be received. Madam is a 


ſhort, thick woman ; who, to avoid 


looking fat, laces herfelf fo exceffively | 

tight, that her temple veins are ready 

to burft, and her eyes appear as if 
they were ſtarting from their ſockets; 

add to this, a buxom complexion; and 
a deep crimſon hand and arm, and 
you have every +hing | remarkable 
in Mrs. Beaufort. The old gentle 
man was dreſſed in a white cloth coat, 
with a purple and filver waiſtcoat, 'a" 
bag-wig very fall; white filk ſtock- 
ings, and 4 pair of ſtone buckles, ! He 
expreſſed great joy to ſee me ſo happily 
| en begged leave to introduce Mrs. 


Beaufort, 


K 


TRY and flattered himſelf ft a we 
ſhould be good neighbours. thy h32s 
I made a very cool reply to his com- 
pliment, and immediately entered, on 
another ſubject. Mr. Philips behaved 
extremely well on the occaſion ; * but 
old madam did not think proper to 
appear. Mrs. Beaufort ſeems to have 
a great deal of chat; and among other 
things, ſhe, informed us, that Miſs 
| Ruth Beaufort was going to be married. 
to the curate of the pariſh; a young 
man about four- and- twenty, without 
money, or chance of preferment: 
That lige Tabitha pad, determined 
never more to ſee her; and that dear 
Mr. Beaufort was likewiſe under a 


great deal of concern about it. Where- | 


upon Mr. Beaufort, began to open. Had 
Mr: Pippin, ſaid he, been older than 
my fiſter Ruth, I ſhould not have been 


ſo moch eee at the match ; ins, 
0 


—— 


10 
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1 tes 1 
of all thing gs, I hate a. hobby-horſe; 
and no prudent woman ſhould ever 
think of marrying, unleſs ſhe could 
get a man twenty years older than her- 
ſelf at leaſt ; but I have done with 
her, continued he, and ſhe may keep 

her young man to wipe her ſhoes, for 
I believe ſhe will hardly be able-to keep 
any other perſon. The only anſwer I 1 
made him was, That I hoped they 
would all ſoon be reconciled; and de- 
fired him to recollect the old ſaying, 
That a family divided againſt. Itſelf 
cannot ſtand.” © 

About an hour after this curious 
converſation, they left us; I attended 
them to the chaiſe, on purpoſe to have a 
peep at the driver, who is really a ſmart- 
looking young fellow. To-morrow there 
is to be an entertainment at Mr. Claſh's. 
| Madam 2 and your humble ſer- 

vant 


* 


af ? ; 


vant are to go in the chaiſe 
and Mr. Philips on horſeback. Do nc 
| forget to pay my compliments to al! 


Yours. 
In Fy ' I Y $4. 
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LETTER XXV. 


My Dear, ee ee * 
Har you have not heard from 
me theſe two months muſt oc- 
caſion various conjectures; and When 
you have thought the worſt that could 
poſſibly happen, then you came neareſt | 
the truth. When I wrote to you laſt. 
I was a wife, though not completely | 
happy; now I am a widow, and com- 
pletely miſerable. Dear Mr. Philips, 
being a little the worſe for liquor, fell 

off his horſe, the night after I wrote 
you my laſt, coming from Mr. Claſh's; 
and by that accident broke his leg 
ſhort off. A mortification immediately . 
truck to it, and before the next morn- 
ing he was no more. 


This 


10 168 i 


This ſudden and unexpected manner 
of his death ſhocked me to that degree, 
that I was almoſt deprived of my reaſon 
for near five weeks: During my inca- 
pacity, his affectionate mother buried 


| him, took what ſhe thought [ Wer 


* * Py 1 


her ſiſter's houſe i in n Derbyſhire, without 
taking the leaſt notice of me. When 
I think on Mr. Philips's indifference 
towards me, 1 attribute it to his na- 
tural diſpoſition. And when I reflect 
on the ſudden manner in which he Was 
taken out of the world, and that he Was 
not quite ſober to the laſt, I have ſome 
: comfort when J recollect, that loving 
liquor too much was the only vice he 
Was guilty of. Mr. Egerton and his 
lady are very kind to me, and are the 
only peaple! that Lan ak preſent bear to 
| ſee. They have given me an invitation 
to liv with them ; which, I believe, I 
ſhall 


£4 


1 OF. 
ſhall accept of, as ſoon as I can ſettle 
my affairs, ſo as to leave them in ſome 
* degree of order. 

Mrs. Charles Egerton, to her great 
joy, is breeding. Mr. and Mrs. Floyer 
hase been ſo obliging as to make daily 
inquiries after: me, ever ſince the dta 
| of poor Mr. Philips. 3 This ſhoc 
coming on me when I was ſo weak, 
has rendered me incapable of Walking 
acroſs: the rbom, or, indeed, holding 
my pen in the manner 1 formerly did; 
therefore I n. _ will e this 
ſhort een 6 Ida: 
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: L. E T 7. E R XXVI I. 
„ere Mira, - | Deke, 
T is not in „ to 
- expreſs my preſent diſagreeable ſitu- 
ation. Would it were exchan ed for 

any: other but what it is! 


Picture to yourſelf my being alone, 
in a houſe where I lived four years 


with the beſt of aunts and a huſband ; 


the horrible ſcenes I went .through in 
her ſickneſs, and the great ſhock at his 
death; and then form a wretched being, 
ſtrolling from one room to the other, in 


ſearch of comfort, where there is none 
to be found, Every individual apart- 
ment brings ſcenes to my view, which 
I could now wiſh were buried in eter- 
nal oblivion. My very ideas are filled 
N with 


1 71 
with gloomy appearances; and I am 
well convinced, if I do not ſoon re- 
move, that my next epiſtle will be ful! 
of ghoſts and apparitions. 

My poor aunt's ſervants are under the 
greateſt affliction at the thoughts of my 
leaving the old manſion; but I have 
done all that lies in my power to recon- 
cile them, by giving my honour it ſhall, 
as long as I live, be kept in the fame 
repair as at preſent ; and that old 
Barnaby the hind, the poor old gar- 
dener, and the maid ſervant who has 
lived longeſt in the houſe, ſhall be kept 
on at the ſame wages. It would do 
your heart good to fee what pleaſure 1 
gave thoſe poor old ſouls; whoſe ho- 
neſty and fidelity | deſerves infinitely 
more than I am capable of beſtowing. 
For gratitude to our inferiors is certainly 
a duty incumbent on us, as well as to 
our ſuperiors ; ; though the obligation 
Ra 1 does 


— — — 


Il 
| 
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does nqt appear ſo conſpicuous ; neither 
does che gratitude of out inferiors ſhev- 
itſelf. in the ſame light. If our ſervants 


are honeſt, careful, vigilant,  andl grate- 


ful; What, is it but their duty? Are 


they, not. paid for it ?; Would they bot 
be villains if they did otherwiſe? I an- 


ſwer, moſt aſſuredly they would beſo; 
but then, is there no merit in doing 


dur duty? Surely, if there is not, there 


is no one, either rich or Poor, 2 128 
ſerves our approbation. ul Sch u 
Mrs. Charles Egerton called c on me 


© yeſterday; ſhe complains much of ſick- 
neſs and qualms, and has more whim- 
ies than ever any perſon had in her 


preſent condition. #736 he 
Her good huſband was with beg and 
e e all her inclinations With the 


utmoſt tenderneſs, Ireally believe this 
little one, if it comes to perfection, will 


Or: a reformation in her; and that 
when 


t 


When ſhe has a family to provide for, 
it will produce ſome ſerious reflections. 
J am ſorry to tell you, that ſhe conti- 
nues to treat poor Mr. Charles in a 
very contemptuous manner; and though 3; 
he has greatly the advantage of her in 
regard to ſenſe, as well as every” other 
good quality, the ſcarce gives him leave 
to ſpeak when ſhe is preſent. And if 
he makes an attempt, he is immediately 
ſtopped, wich You know nothing of 
the matter; or, I know better; ot ſome- 
thing of - that nature. All which- he 
bears with ſeeming Patience; as he 
properly conſiders, that expoſing the 
failings of his wife would be a reflec- 
5 "op on his own judgment. 

Mrs. Glover has received an invitation 
ok her daughter to be with her at the 
labour, which the good old lady has 
with readineſs accepted. And I hope 
Ne reconciliation will be productive of 

I 3 many 


Tr] 
many other neceſlary alterations; as the 
family at Brownſcombe- has, ever fince 
that good lady's, abſence, been a per- 

petual ſcene of irregularity and con- 

fuſion. 
Mr. Floyer has brought his lady to 
his ſeat at Pen-hill. I have made my 
apology for not waiting on them, and 

have received a friendly anſwer ; which, 

as it differs widely from the ſtrained 

1 of the ceremonial part of 
the world, and correſponds exactly 
with my own heart, 1 have cole: it 
for your peruſal. 


Mr. and Mrs. Floyer preſent their 
«ſincere compliments to Mrs. 
« Philips; are much obliged to 
her for her inquities, but ex- 

<« tremely ſorry ſhe ſhould make 
any apology for not waiting on 
ER: them, Her preſent ſituation is 

« a ſuf- 


(as) 
A a ſufficient excuſe. And as they 
« flatter themſelves, a ſtrict friend- 
« ſhip will ſubſiſt between the 
„ two families, Mr. Floyer and 
e his lady will do themſelves the 
« pleaſure of paying their reſpects 
„ to. Mrs. Philips to-morrow” at 
„ twelve o'clock; after which, 
te they muſt inſiſt on all ceremony 
« being laid afide ; and that Mrs- 
e Philips will favour them with 
ec her commands, whenever their 
company would be agreeable to - 
* her. And if, in the interim, it 
es js in either of their powers to 
ſerve Mrs. Philips in any reſpect 
« whatever, the only reward they 
e defire in return, is the pleaſure 
« of doing it.” 1 


This genteel friendly epiſtle gives 
me more ſatisfaction than I can expreſs; 
; I 4 „ and 
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and I congratulate myſelf not a little, 
on having acquired the ip of 
an worthy couple. 

Yeſterday .I was teazed with innu- 
23 viſitors of the lower claſs; 
who, though their meaning is ex- 
ceeding good, have a very unhappy 
way of expreſſing it; and, like Job's 
comforters, add ſorrow to the ſorrow- 
ful, by repeating their afflictions, and 
condoling with me on the Wenn of 

them. | 

Mr. en the firſt EP of my 
going to church, gave the congrepation 
a funeral ſermon on dear Mr. Philips; 
which I had much rather been excuſed 
hearing; though I muſt do him the 
juſtice to ſay, that his diſcourſe was in 
every reſpet a very good one. Mr. 
Egerton, who was here this morning, 
has made me promiſe to take the air 


often ; and 1 3 ſoon to pay a 
8 | 4 by. viſit 


% 
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viſit to Brownſcombe. My beſt com- 
pliments attend the good lady your 
mother ; from, 
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Dear Mira, 
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Yours. 
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LETTER XXVI. 


Dear Mira, Denby. 
N Monday laſt, Mr. E gerton and 
myſelf paid a viſit to Brownſ- 
combe. Mrs. Charles is really ſur- 
priſingly altered. Her cheeks have 
quite loſt their colour, and ſhe loaths all 
kind of victuals; which, with divers other 
complaints, has ſufficiently lowered her 
ſpirits. Yet what is very ſurprizing, 
ſhe ſtill retains an inſatiable thirſt for 
public diverſions, and talks with great 
pleaſure of going to a horſe-race, which 
we are to have in this neighbourhood 
one day next month. 

The match is to be between Sir Ed- 
win Buck, and Sir Brilliant Fox; a gen- 
deman of N orthamptonſhire, who is 
4 a great 


e 
a great friend of Sir Edwin's. The 
horſes are both hunters: Sir Brilliant's, 
White Locks; and Sir Edwin's, Grizzle. 
Five to one are laid upon White Locks 3 
and what is moſt curious, this bett is 
laid by many people who have not 
four to pay. In ſhort, dear Mira, this 
horſe- race ingroſſes all the attention 
and converſation of this part of the 
world; if you happen to vary it, acci- 
dentally, for any other ſubject, you are 
immediately reminded. of your error, 
by the perſon you addreſs your conver- 
ſation to; who is ſure to make you a 
reply _ concerning the horſe-race,' let 
your queſtion be ever ſo remote. 
Who ſhould drop in juſt as dinner was 
upon the table, but Sir Edwin and his 
friend Sir Brilliant, who was introduced 
to us as the moſt worthy of men. But, 
by all appearance, he muſt either have 
drank or ſlept away his underſtanding; 
n 16 ſor 


Le 
for 1 do aſſure you, that * . 
ſpoke himſelf, nor ſeemed to apprehend 
any other perſon; unleſs it was when 
Sir Edwin ſpoke to him in his own 
language; which he frequently did in 
the following” terms. So-ho, old 
Buck! What art aſleep; the devil take 
your” nodding.— Lou ſhall be upon 
Denby- common to-morrow. two hours 
the earlier for it. This gentle rebuke 
always made ſome kind of impreſſion 
on him, and he frequently returned 
the compliment, by giving Sir Edwin 
a violent blow on the back. But as to 
words, he was as covetous of them as 
if he had but a ſtated number to utter 
before his death. This ſame baronet 
has a prodigious fine fortune. Add to 
Which, a ſullen diſpoſition, and a total 
inabllity to make himſelf in the leaſt 
agrecable, and you will form a portrait 
with the ons exact — of a 


? 74 | man, 


Wh - 4 


1 1 
man, who is going to have a ſacrifice 
made him, by cruel and mercenary | 

parents, of the moſt amiable, dutifu}; 
Pee e young creature that 
ever exiſted. 4-5 
This piece. of ggg Piece 
from Mr. Charles Egerton, who has 
frequently ſeen her. He ſays, her 
parents have run out their fortune cons 
fiderably ; and fuch a match fot their : 
daughter is the only way of retrieving 
it. Wherefore they lay their abſolute 
commands on this poor girl to receive 
his addreſſes; who, though ſhe ab6- 
minates the man, ſubmiſſively accepts 
his propoſal, in duty to her parents, 
and compaſſion for their misfortunes. 
Thus we ſee the greateſt inconveni= | 
ence that attends the perſon who has 
lived beyond his fortune. The leſſer ones 
are innumerable; therefore I thall not 
| wore: of to recite them. But this alone; 


1 
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if we properly conlider it, is ſufficient 
to convince us, that it is a duty we owe 
to our children, as well as ourſelves, to 
live ſo within bounds, as to leave a ſuf- 
ficient proviſion for them that are to 
come after us. | 
It is with confidence 5 that 
Mxs. Beaufort turns pale frequently, 
and i 1s ; ſuppoſed to be breedin g. Valla- 
pit houſe is greatly altered for the bet- 
ter ſince the happy conjunction; and 
if madam had been ſo fortunate as to 
have added no increaſe to the worthy 
family, ſhe would have had, in a few 
years, the entire poſſeſſion of it, 
Whereas, if fame ſpeaks truth in 
regard to her pregnancy, ſhe muſt now 
be content with a jointure of one hun- 
| dred-and-twenty pounds a year; and 
What is perhaps worſe, the young 

_ Farmer may not think it ſufficient to 
maintain himſelf and Mr. Beaufort's 


widow, 
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widow. By which means ſhe will be 


deprived of that futute blefling, which 
| ſhe accepted Mr. Beaufort to procure. 
A juſt judgment on all ſuch deceitful 
wretches !—I am makin g the utmoſt 
haſte: to leave this horrible dwellin g. 
and hope all things will be ſettled in a 


few days. My good friends are very 


impatient to have my company at Eger- 
ton-hall, and I am altogether as defirous 
of being there, Who am, | 


Dear Mira, 


Lou xs. 
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2 e Mira, r art} ©" eertss- > 
Fl had not loſt a huſband ſo lately, 
it would give me more joy to hear 
my deat Mira (if fo I muſt once more 
call you) was fo ſoon to be made happy 
in one. If you have my letters ſtill in 
your cuſtody, which I wrote you from 
Cotton-hill, I believe you will ſee a 
deſcription of Sir John Fitz Donald, 
anſwerable to what you find him. 
And if it is a match between you, who 
have you to thank for it, but me, who 
was the immediate author of your 
being acquainted with him? Do let me 
hear from you as ſoon as poſſible after 
the ceremony. I am much obliged to 
you for your invitation; but my ſpirits 
are 
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L 
are at ink too much oppreſſed to 
| accept of it. i | 

n. Egerton is in a n better.way 
than ſhe has been for ſome time; and 
believe we are not the worſe for each 
other's company, as we conſtantly pluck 
up our ſpirits when we meet. My for- 
tune, with the acquiſition of my aunt's, 
and the jointure of two hundred a year, 
made me-by Mr, Philips, will enable 
me to keep an equipage, and bear the 
expence of viſiting a friend; which I | 
ſhall endeavour to do as ſoon as poſs 
fible, as I am likewiſe'told that air and 
exerciſe will be of great ſervice to me. 

Mrs. Charles Egerton was laft Thurf- 
day brought to-bed of a fon, at ſeven 
months end, occaſioned by going to 
the horſe-race ; which ſhe perfiſted”i in 
doing, contrary to the intreaties of her 
good huſband, and the prudent advice 
of her friends. She is at preſent in 
TN great 


— 


'T 186 


great danger; and if her diſorder does 
not take a ſudden turn, in all proba- 
bility ſhe cannot hold it many days 


longer. Mr. Charles is under the 
greateſt affliction. I hope to God ſhe 
will recover it; and that this illneſs will 
give her a ſerious way of thinking, and 


be productive of a quite different kind 


of life. The Reverend Mr. Larkham 
is preſented to a living in Somerſetſhire, 
of much greater value than what he 
enjoyed here; and yeſterday was ſeven- 
night, decamped bag and baggage: 

And Mr. Paſcoe, a worthy, honeſt, 
ſenſible man, ſupplies his place. The 
living being in my diſpoſal, I deſired 
Mr. Egerton to fix upon the perſon he 
thought moſt worthy of it and; indeed 


I cannot enough applaud his choice. 
Miſs Martin is ſent for from ſchool, 
to be married to a farmer's ſon in the 
adjoining NY's who, though. his fa- 


ther 


K + 17 1 

ther can give bim 6000 1. can neither 
read or write, and is, in appearance, 
the moſt auk ward youth I ever beheld- 
I am this moment informed of poor 
Mrs. Charles Egerton's death. I muſt 
immediately repair to her mother- in- 
law, leſt this ſudden ſhock ſhould throw 
her back into her melancholy diſorder. 
Excuſe therefore the cauſe of my break= 

ing off 0 pn and believe me , 


Yours. 


* 
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* E T T * R XXIX. 
Derr Mira, wes . -hall: 
J is my real opinion, that no perſon 
of my age ever experienced à greater 
variety of life, or met with ore teal 
misfortunes. © And now at twenty-ane 
years of age, inſtead of enjoying life 
among the young and gay, I am ſitu- 
ated, with a friend who is dying by 
inches. The death of her daughter-in- 
law gave her ſo great a ſhock, though 
in her heart ſhe could not much regret 
the loſs, that I fear it has undone all 
that we have been doing for her, ever 
ſince the death of her dear child. Mr. 
Charles is gone abroad, and does not 
propoſe to return for ſome months. 
Mrs. Gloyer is paying a viſit to her 
ſiſter ; 


ny 


ſiſter; and fo the family at Brownſ- 
combe is intirely come to nothing 3 
and we have but one neighbour leſt, 
which is Mr. Floyer ; who, with his 
lady, in a friendly manner, often give 
us. their company. She is a mighty 
amiable woman, and I believe they are 
truly happy in each other,. If ſhe: but 
changes colour, he is in the utmoſt 
concern for her; and ſeems, if poſſible; 


to be too tender of her bann and wel- | 


fare. ; 

My. ſincere coins ond Sir 
John, and you may depend on my 
paying you a . viſit as ſoon as the 


happy knot is tied ; until which, be- 


lieve me 
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LETTER XXX. 


Dear Mira, RP  Egerton-hall 

Neve R liked your formal congra- 
1 tulatory ſpeeches, nor your forced 
compliments, in my life. If you ex- 
pect ſuch a letter from me on your 
marriage, you will be diſappointed. 
Though ſhould you inſiſt upon it, I 
can recommend you to an excellent 
one of that ſort, among the letters 
written by Sir T homas Fitz Oſ- 
borne. 
In dein Engliſh, I 3 with you 
and Sir John much happineſs in your 
union. May you be bleſt with a long 


life, and a numerous and dutiful pro- 
 geny! And believe me, my dear Lady, 
** of your . and Sir John's, 

8 will 
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will always give me the greateſt plea- 
ſure,” dert to that of ſeeing you. 

1 hope dear Mrs. Egerton will not 
be uneaſy at my leaving her for a ſhort 
time ; for I propoſe. taking the firſt op- 
portunity. of waiting on you. My fin- 
cere reſpects to Sir John; and I am, 


7 


very , 
Yo U RI, 5 
- N 9 2 
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1 LETTER XXX. 


Dear 7. Mis Ebenen, * — 
Ak RI VE p here ſafe laſt Wedneſday 
ſevennight, and found my dear 

friend, and her beſt of huſbands, in 
perfect health. 
They have got a moſt delightful 
place; and every thing about them is 
quite elegant. Lady Fitz Donald is 
grown fat ſince I faw her at ſchool ; 
but as ſhe is of a proper height, ſhe 
carries it off well, and appears very 
graceful. Sir John is very generous 
and good-natured ; and ſeems to think 
he can never do enough to oblige her. 
He. keeps 8 coach- and-ſix, and a poſt- 


* the latter is almoſt entirely ap- 
Pew | 
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propriated to the uſe of my lady's mo- | 
ther, who is a ſenſible, well-bred woman; 
and it would charm you to ſee the be- 
” haviour between her and my Lady Fitz 
Donald, whom ſhe has always treated, 
ſince the age of fifteen, with the fami- 
| liarity of a ſiſter. The ſtrongeſt affec- 
tion and duty is likewiſe ſhown from 
my lady to her mother; and, by all 
accounts, their lives have been hitherto 
a. perfect ſcene. of love and harmony; 
which Sir John does not chuſe to break 
in upon, and has therefore given Mrs. 
Blatchfort an invitation to live at his 
houſe. The only relation on Sir John's - 
fide, that has as yet paid them a viſit, 
is old Major Bombaſt, an officer in the 
Invalids, who perhaps is one of the 
moſt curious figures that you ever be- 
held. He is about ſeventy, toothleſs, 
bald, and almoſt blind, yet will he 
hold us with a cock and a bull ſtory of 
K an 
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4. engagement (which it is impoſlible 


to make head or tail of ) for four hours 
together, with five-hundred begad's, 


duamme's, &c. which he lards every 


ſentence with. This old hero, Sir 
John, Mrs. Blatchford, and myſelf, 
generally play a poole at quadrille- in 


the evening; which is moſt commonly 
a very long one, as the Major puts on 
his conſidering cap at every card he 


pulls out. A few days after I came 
here, the family returned lady Griſ- 
dale's viſit, whoſe ridiculous vein for 
laughing was much excited by the 


appearance and converſation of the 


Major; who, as a particular compli- 


ment, entertained her with his longeſt 


ſtory; in which he did not fail of en- 


- larging upon his own brave conduct. 


Give me leave (ſays this old Braggado- 


cio) to aſſure your Ladyſhip, that TI 


W did more WEE) gaining the 
victory, 
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victory, than the whole corps lumped 


together. Common ſoldiers excepted, 
replies my lady. No, d—n me, Ma- 
dam, if I think there is any occaſion 
for ſuch an exception; for, begad, I 
believe there were not three truly brave 
amongſt them. - 


On our return in the evening, a 


droll accident happened; which might 
have been of dangerous conſequence to 


the Major; who having one leg in the 
coach, and the other on the ground, 


and the coachman not having the reins 


in his hand, the horſes went on about 


fifty paces, before the coach could be 

ſtopped ; all which time, the Major 
was, as it were, ſuſpended in the air; 
and by the jirk which the coach occa- 
ſioned by ſtopping, poor Mr. Bombaſt 
fell down upon his rump; but very for- 
tunately his perſon received no damage. 


However, the ſurprize put the Major ſo 


K 2 much 
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uch off his guard, that he declared 

that he never was in ſo great danger 

before; although he had been foremoſt 
in nine bloody engagements. 

Laſt Thurſday we called on Lady 
Darby ; ; who is, in her own imagina- 
tion, too much indiſpoſed to receive 
formal viſits. Her footman uſhered 
us up. into her dreſſing room, which 
is furniſhed with all the nick-nacks 
that can poſſibly be collected: Add to 
'which, a monkey, a parrot, three Ca- 
nary birds, two lap-dogs, and a ſquir- 
rel. Her ladyſhip was reclining on a 
Soffa, and her maid holding a bottle 
of lavender to her noſe; which ſhe 
informed us was abſolutely neceſſary 
to keep up her Jadyſhip's ſpirits during 
our viſit; which, as you may imagine, 
was a very ſhort one. On our return 
home, we were informed that the 


Major was ſet out for Scotland, and had 
c : left 
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left a letter for Sir John; which his 
ſervant, on our return, delivered him. 
The contents of which were as fol- 
lows. | 


: Dear Couſin, 
TT is now two-and-twenty, years fince 
I firſt made an offer of marriage to 
Mrs. Prudentia Patience ; whoſe only 
objection to the accepting my propoſals, 
was my being in the army ; alledging, 
that if ſhe married me, my abſence, 
which muſt neceſſarily happen, would 
be: death to her; and the pay of a 
Captain in a marching regiment was 
not ſufficient to maintain a wife and 
family ; therefore ſhe would adviſe me 
to wait for her, until there was no 
danger of the laſt ; and perhaps, if no 
better match was propoſed to her in 
the mean time, ſhe might be perſuaded 
to riſk the firſt, As I was moſt vio- 
| K 3 lently 
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her, I with great chearfulneſs con- 
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lently in love with Mrs. Patience, 


I gave my conſent, and promiſed 


moſt inviolable conſtancy; which 
promiſe I have to this hour moſt 
ſtrictly adhered to. But. when I laſt 


year made a ſecond application to her, 


being one-and-twenty years diſtant 


from the firſt, ſhe had the cruelty to 
bid me wait a little longer ; whereupon 
I ſet out upon a ramble, with a view 


to_ make the time paſs away more 
agreeably. | 


As ſhe did not know where I was 


gone, I ſuppoſe ſhe conjectured that I 


had made away with myſelf; ſhe has 
therefore made ſtrict enquiry after 
me, and has at laſt found me out; 


and, perhaps jealous leſt I ſhould en- 
| tertain. a new flame, has ſent me a 


ſummons to come and make her my 
wife; which, to ſhow my paſſion for 


ſent 


- 


[ 199. J 
ent to; and as we have loſt ſo much 
of our precious time already, every 
minute appears an age, until I am in 
poſſeſſion of my jewel of fifty-four. 
Excuſe theſe rapturous expreſſions.— 
Remember what you ſaid on the like 
occaſion, and believe me, without an 
ET RTE 
Jour thrice happy Kinſman, 


JET ERTYT BoMBAST. 


This letter cauſed us ſome diverſion; 
and the idea of the Mijor's love much 
more. Sir John had once heard him 
mention this lady as a prude, but with 
the higheſt encomiums on her perſon 
and good ſenſe. Her fortune, it ſeems, 
is but ſmall; but as they have waited 
until there is no danger of a family, his 
pay will enable them to live very gen- 
teel ; and as there is ſuch a fund of 
love laid up between them, I know no 

K4 two 
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two more worthy repreſentatives of old 
Darby and Joan. | 5 

Lady Fitz Donald will not permit 
me to mention a ſyllable of going 
home as yet; however, if dear Mrs. 
Egerton thinks my company can be of 
ſervice to her in her preſent unhappy 
ſituation, I cannot refuſe it; be pleaſed 
therefore to let me know your inclina- 
tions in your next, and believe me 


vous. 
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LETTER NI. 


Dear Madam, 3 Sutton - park. | 


OUR amiable diſpoſition ſhows. 
itſelf in every particular in life. 

How much am 1 obliged to you for 
deſiring me to follow my own inclina- 
tions, and for aſſuring me at the ſame 
time, that whatever moſt pleaſes me will 
be moſt agreeable to your good ſelf! 
By your letter I can diſcover that 
you are not fo well as I could wiſh, 
though you have taken pains to diſguiſe 
it... | 

Mr. Charles is at preſent no fit compa- 
nioſ for you; and I ſhould adviſe him to 
go to ſome public place, and be as much 


in company as poſſible; the only me- 
K 1 thod, 
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thod, I am convinced, to drive away 

melancholy thoughts. 

_ Mr. Philips's heir has taken poſſeſ- 
ſion of Cotton-hill ; he is about forty 
years of age, keeps a miſtreſs, and has 

| fix children; which is a great diſap- 
pointment to Lady Fitz Donald, who 

was in hopes of — a good neigh- 

bour. 5 

Mr. Claſh and his wife are expected 

to return into this country; which 1 

am heartily glad of, as I could wiſh 

never to ſee either of them again. 

Madam Philips and her ſiſter have 

_ fallen out; and I ſuppoſe ſhe will end 

her days with the Claſhes, as her poor 

= * - fon did before her. I wiſh Mr. Eger- 

ton joy of the gout ; which, I hope, 

will give his friends a new leaſe of his 

life; and that dear Mrs. Egerton will 

endeavour to rouze up her ſpirits, and 
make him a proper nurſe. 

4 I am 


I am much divided between my two 
good friends; one calls me away, and 
the other intreats me to remain where 

Tam. But I ſhall act in this as J hope 
I {hall in all. caſes of the like nature, 
and beſtow my company where I think 
it will be of the moſt ſervice. If no- 
thing prevents, I ſhall ſet out from 
hence ſome day next week; but as 
many things happen between the cup 
and the lip, do not expect me until you 
De mne. Fan . 


Dear Mrs. Egerton's 


Sincere humble Servant. 


J y - / 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


Dear Madam, 3 Sutton- park. 


OTHING but illneſs would have 
prevented my being at Egerton- 
hall long before this time; but the very 
day I propoſed ſetting out, I was ſeized 
in the morning with a ſhiver, which 
was followed by a flight fever, and I 
have ever fince been much indiſpoſed; 
| which I did not think proper to acquaint 
you with, as I was fatisfied it would 
; give you ſome concern. 7 
Dear Lady Fitz Donald and her 
mother have been both equally good 
to me; as alſo Sir John, who has often, 
by way of joke, given the title of 
nurſe to me. I am ſatisfied that he 
and my lady are * happy in each 


other, 


P — ” * * \ 


n 
other. She needs but wiſh, and it is 
immediately complied with. And he 
does but look, and ſhe obeys. They 
are never happy aſunder, nor unhappy 
when together. Their diſpoſitions are 
exactly ſuited; and I know of no 
couple ſo happy as themſelves, but my 
dear friends at Pen- hill and at Egerton- 
hall. 75 

To-morrow 1 intend ſetting out from 
hence before the family are ſtirring ; as 
a formal taking leave is like a prelude 
to death. 15 

I ſhall bring you eme remarkable 
fine tulip- roots, and ſome other curio- 
ſities. My ſincere compliments attend 
all friends. I am 


You RS. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


ww ney Fitz Donald, 

2 EBgerton-hall. 
AM got fas here without meeting 
with any thing remarkable on the 
toad, and to my great ſatisfaction found 
all the good family as well as I could 
expect. 

I muſt now return you thanks for the 
kind and friendly reception I met with 
at Sutton-park ; where I may ſay, with 
great truth, that I ſpent three months 
perfectly agreeable, and ſhould have 
been heartily glad, if with any con- 
venience I could have continued 
longer. 

Mr. Charles "TIE? left us the OY 
- after I returned. He is gone to the 
Ra Bath, 
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| Bath, which I hope will be of ſervice 
to him. And now I muſt let you into 
a ſecret, which I muſt intreat you not 
to diſcloſe on any account whatever. 
Mrs. Egerton, being well convinced 
that ſhe is in a declining way, has 
ſignified to me that Mr. Charles 
has an intention of making me an 
offer of marriage, which if I accept, 
ſhe is well aſſured it will be the means 
of prolonging her life ; and as ſhe has, 
in all appearance, but a few years to be 
among us, ſhe earneſtly intreats me to 
let her ſee us united as ſoon as poſſible. 
have taken a fortaight's time to con- 
ſider it, and at laſt have given my con- 
ſent to be made equally happy with 
your dear Ladyſhip; for I know no 
two diſpoſitions more correſpondent 
than Sir John's and Mr. Charles's.— 
One day laſt week, we received a viſit 
from Sir Watkin Gilbert and. his Lady, 
whoſe 


- 

whoſe coach moſt unfortunately broke 
don on the road; and my lady, with 

an immenſe fine pair of ſharp-noſed 
ſhoes, with broad gold lace on them, 
was obliged, to the detriment alſo of a 
party-coloured filk petticoat, to foot it 
near three quarters of a mile in a dirty 
road. Immediately on her entrance, 
ſhe intreated that a ſervant maid might 
attend her to a bed-room, that ſhe 
might endeavour to adjuſt herſelf fit 
to appear. This adjuſtment took up the 
| beſt part of an hour; when, in a pair of 
Mrs. Egerton's beſt ſhoes, ſhe ſum- 
moned up reſolution enough to enter 
the drawing-room. Sir Gilbert was 
moſt exceedingly angry with the coach- 
man ; but my lady was candid enough 
to acknowledge that the fault was in 
the coach ; which, ſhe faid, was a very 
handſome one in her grandfather 5 time, 


but ſhe really thought now it was a 
little 
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little the worſe for wear. That may be, 
replied the Baronet; but I ſhall take 
care to make it laſt a great many years 
longer, for there are no ſuch coaches 
made now-a-days; the art ſeems to be 
intirely loſt. That is true indeed, ſays "3 
my lady; and one might as well ride 
between four boards nailed together, as 

in the coaches that are made at pre- 
ſent. * 

Mrs. Egerton here defired to mak mg 
how Sir Watkin liked the poſt-chaiſes. 
Not at all, Madam, replied Sir Watkin; 
my Lady and I both think there is a 
great meanneſs in them; and people of 
diſtinction degrade themſelves very 
much, by keeping ſuch equipages 
and for my own part, if I had not a, 
fortune ſufficient to keep a coach, I 
would confine myſelf to Fleming-caſtle, 
all the days of my life, rather than 


rattle about in hue paultry * 
Mrs. | 


8 


* 
* 


chaiſes to Chineſe buildings; which the 
_ Baronet and his Lady with great vehe- 
mence alſo exclaimed againſt ;j and faid 

it was their opinion, could their anceſ- 
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f Mrs. 3 a leave to ſay, that 


they were very convenient where expe- 


dition was required. Les, ſays my La- 


dy, in that reſpect they anſwer very 
well for tradeſmen and mechanicks. 3 


But as to people of quality, the 


flower they travel, the grander they 
appear; and when they are obliged to 


travel faſt, they ſhould, I think, for their 
reputation ſake, be incog. and then, for 


what I know, thoſe rattle- traps might 
be rendered ſerviceable. 
The converſation changed from poſt- 


tors peep out of their graves, they 
would take the preſent age for a race 
of pigmies. What is become, ſays 


Sir Gilbert, of your Gothic arches, 
| _— Facparts, magnificent turrets, 


and 
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and ſtately porticoes? All dwindied 
into mere ſhadows, houſes: made of © + 


parchment, and inhabited by paper 
ſkulls; excuſe the expreſſion, conti- 


nued he, for this ſubje& always excites 
my indignation, We replied to this, 
many men many minds; and conſe- 


quently there would always be different 
Ways of thinking, and that every per- 


ſon had a right to give his opinion, 
without making any kind of apology. 


At ſix in the evening, the Baronet and 
his Lady ſubmitted to be drove home in 


Mr. Egerton's poſt-chaiſe ; but not with- 


out firſt deſiring the boy not to diſorder 


their brains, by driving a ſwift trot. All 
| health and happineſs n you and 
| «a Jam | 
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"Dew Mira, 4 Egerton-hall 
Na letter Mrs. Egerton received 
yeſterday from her ſon, we are in- 
formed that Mr. Caſtleton and his 
Lady are arrived at the Bat. 
Mr. Charles met him at the pump- 
room. He was ſo obliging as to in- 
quire very particularly after my health ; 
and on being told that I had been 
wife and widow in leſs than twelve 
months, he expreſſed great compaſſion 
for me. He deſigns, I find, to ſettle 
at Burleigh- ſarm, which is within eight 
miles of this place; fo that I ſhall have 
the difagreeable taſk of paying them a 
wedding viſit; but as to any further in- 
timacy, I declare abſolutely againſt it. 
A Rs Mr. 


* 


7 1 

Mr. Charles alſo writes, that ſhe 
ſpeaks. very bad Engliſh, paints, and is 
in all other reſpects a mere wax baby. 
But leſt you ſhould think me ſplenetick 
or envious, I will not repeat a word 
more in her diſpraiſe. Mr. Caſtleton 
appears to be well pleaſed with his 


choice; and I moſt fincerely with him 
to continue ſo. Madam Beaufort's 


pregnancy is publicly declared, and the 


old gentleman not a little exalted on 


the hopes of an heir. She 1s confined 
to her room, leſt any little accident or 


ſudden ſurprize ſhould rob them of that 
ineſtimable jewel. Great conſultations . 


have been held in regard to baby 


cloaths. Some of her vulgar acquaint- . 
ance are of opinion, that there are 


_ work-women in this part of the world 
that can make them very neat ; but 
Miſs Tabitha joins with her brother, 
in thinking that Mr. Beaufort's heir 
ſhould 


* 


* 
ere r 
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ſhould have al his cloaths made 5 the 
beſt hands i in London. 
Madam has longed twice; but as it 
was not difficult to get what ſhe longed 
for, ſhe has put him to no great expence 
in that particular; and as a proof that 
what is bred in the bone will never 
get out of the fleſh, I muſt inform you 
of the delicacy of her deſires. The 
firſt was, that of a ſcaled milk cheeſe; 
and the ſecond, a calf's head; which 
laſt I moſt heartily wiſh the poor babe 


may not too much reſemble. 


Mrs. Pippin and her young huſband 
are exactly the reverſe of the couple | 
I have juſt mentioned. Madam is all 
fondneſs, and her ſpouſe all indiffer- 

ence.. If his finger does but ache, the 
old Lady is frantick; if ſhe has the 
ſeyereſt fit of an aſthma, he comforts 


ber with wiſhing it may be the laſt; 


and I * believe, were it not for his 
| _ Protcition, 
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profeſſion, he would fly the country, to 
get rid of his affectionate wife. 
Miſs Tabitha fees them but ſeldom, 

as ſhe is much confounded at her fiſter's 

abominable paſſion, as ſhe is pleaſed to 
expreſs it, for her huſband ; but I be- 
lieve, might we judge from Miſs Tabi- 
| tha's former conduct towards this ſame 
gentleman, we ſhould be apt to think 
ſhe was rather mortified than con- 
founded; as it was difficult to tell, 
during the courtſhip, which ſiſter liked 
him beſt; neither did he declare which 
he gave the preference to (if there was 
any) until the day before they married; 
when the ſlighted fair one exclaimed 
loudly againſt the match, upbraided her 
ſiſter with being a hobby- horſe, and called 

the poor curate a perfidious wretch. 

They have but a trifle to live on. 
Her fortune is but a thouſand pounds, 
and his curacy but an annual thirty; ſo 
N that 


F. 
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that they will ſoon, in all probability, 
experience every mifery we mortals are 
capable of feeling. I ſuppoſe the young 


fool married her in hopes of prefer- 
ment; but if he had firſt made proper 


 * inquiries, he would have found the fa- 


mily had nothing in their own diſpoſal, 
nor intereſt to procure any. Madam 
was laſt Sunday dreſſed, as I was in- 


formed by one of her pariſhioners, in 


a pink ſhort luſtring night gown, a 


thin handkerchief, a cap above her ears, 


and a pair of drop- ear. rings. Mrs. 
Egerton and J have been an airing this 


morning in the chaiſe. It was one of 


the fineſt days I ever ſaw; the air was 


calm and ſerene; the ſun ſeemed to 
_ "ſhine with uncommon luſtre; and the 
- birds, particularly harmonious, bid us 

welcome to their rural paradiſe. 


As poor Mrs. Egerton's ſpirits are 
exceedingly * this ſeeming 
chearfulneſs 


F aw7 
chearfulneſs of nature had a contrary 
effect on her, than on one that is in 
perfect health; and ſhe could not help 
ſaying, that thoſe beauties of nature 


ſometimes drew a figh from her at the 
thoughts of leaving them; a ſigh, 


which likewiſe on other occaſions ſhe 
ſhould wiſh to ſuppreſs, but found ſhe 
was ſtill a mortal being; and to that 
frail ſituation ſhe hopes her little indiſ- 


cretions would be attributed; and that 


the world in general- would conſider 
that ſhe had for a number of years been 
poſſeſſed - with all the comforts we 
are capable of enjoying here on earth; 
an affectionate huſband, a dutiful ſon, 
a good ſhare of health, and a hand- 
ſome fortune. Therefore, though by 
a late afflition her health was greatly 
impaired, yet ſhe could not ſummon 
up ſufficient reſolution to leave thoſe 
dear friends, which had been ſo inſtru- 
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mental to her former happine6, with- 
out ſome ſigns of reluctance. This 
melancholy ſubject I endeavoured to 
change as ſoon as poſſible; and after 
three hours drive, the beſt of women 
and myſelf returned to the peaceful 
manſion from whence we ſet out. 
Mr. Egerton has made me a preſent 
of a horſe; which if I tell you I am 
paſſionately fond of, you muſt attribute 
it to the regard I have for the donor, 
whoml eſteem as the neareſt and deareſt 
of friends. And that you may not- be 
ſurpriſed at my ſtrength of expreſſion, 
I will give you Plutarch's opinion on 
friendſhip, where he compares it with 
love, and yet gives it the preference. 
He makes the difference between love 
and friendſhip to conſiſt in this: That 
« if people of honour are once friends, 
ce they will always continue fo ; becauſe 
6 1 mutual eſteem that gave riſe to 
« this 
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cc this relation, and ſerves to ſupport it, . 


r can in ſuch perſons receive no dimi- 
« nution; but love, on the contrary, is 


the effect of Principles, that do not 1 
« always appear. in the ſame point of 


5 


A 


cc view, and which depends intirely on 
e opinion. Whence it is that love is 
« reckoned a paſſion ; but friendſhip i is 
c ranked among the virtues,” _ 
It grows late, therefore 1 muſt con- 
clude. | 


YouRs. 
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LETTER *I 


"Dear Lady, u Hater! Egerton hal. 
WO days after I wrote you my 
| laſt, we received a friendly viſit 

from Mr. and Mrs. Floyer. Certainly 
they are two of the moſt amiable bein gs 
on earth; ſo much complacency, good- 
humour, and breeding, ſeldom center 
in any one perſon; and that they ſhould 
both be poſſeſſed of an equal ſhare of 
good qualities, is {till more extraordi- 
nary ; and to expreſs my ſentiments in 
a ſew words, I can compare them only 
to what Mr. Egerton and his dy muſt 
have been at their years. 

Mrs. Floyer is now in the bloom of 

life, and really a fine perſon ; and as 
for him, he might Paſs for an 1 Adonis 


in 
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m! * rural paſtoral, or a male Gun- 
ning in a ſide-box; yet he has not one 
air of a coxcomb. His hat is placed 
even upon his head; his coat of a pro- 
per length; a narrow ruffle to his ſhirt 
ſleeve; and his cane many inches be- 
low his chin. Then as to his conver- 
ſation, it is inimitable; though perhaps 
the Bucks of the age might think him 
a Methodiſt preacher, if they were 
> nay to be favoured with his converſa- 

In ſhort, he does not ſcoff at k 
in, laugh at morality, or enter 
into any of the faſhionable vices of the 
preſent age; but, on the contrary, de 
teſts all profaneneſs, wickedneſs and 
bad company; and in ſeeking virtue, 
and following after what is good, enjoys 
that peaceful tranquility of mind, which 
the righteous are only capable of feel- 
ing. | . 
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They dined witch us, and paſſed the 


evening; and haye gained a promiſe 


from me of ſpending a few days with 
them at Pen- hill, which I diem ns 


next week. 


Monday ſevennight laſt, I id my 


new horſe for the third time, and had 


very nigh been thrown, by a cur-dog 


barking at his heels. Surely theſe kind 


of dogs are a public nuiſance ;/ and were 


Ia great man, and in power, I would 


moſt aſſuredly do as Squite Dick in 
the Journey to London adviſes his fa- 


ther: „Have them all up before the 


« parliament; that our great legiſlature 
« may be convinced what an infinite 
© number of theſe uſeleſs animals are 
ce kept, to the annoyance of travellers, 
% and the deſtruction: of all. game; 


s beſides the dreadful malady they are 
bi ſubject to; by which, ſcores of hu- 


, ve man 


— 


fit. 
choly life; and if I am not ſoon re- 
fer. You have often laughed at me 


thought it affected; but ] aſſure you 
it is now very ſincere; and whatever 


habitual to me; and I could as ſoon 
think of living without meat, as re- 
fraining a day from tears. But I will 
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„man beings have come to an un- 
as: „mti and miſerable end. 
Mrs. Egerton is adviſed to clam, 
the air; but I greatly fear ſhe will not 
have ſtrength to experience the bene- 


I aſſure you, I live a very melan- 
leaſed, my conſtitution will greatly ſuf- 


for my gravity, and ſometimes have 


occaſioned it formerly, it is nom groun 


have done with this ſtrain; and inform 
you that we are to have merry doings 
at Mr. Floyer's. He has invited a 
* bouſe-full of company; and I flatter 
L 4 myſelf, 
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myſelf, that when I am abſent from 


dear Mrs. Egerton, I ſhall leave my 


principal concern behind me. My beſt 
compliments attend Sir John, and be- 
lieve mw - | i 


* 
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LETTER XXXVII 


Dear Lady F. Egerton · hall. 

_ACKNOWLEDGE you have great 
reaſon to think me unkind, in not 
anſwering your laſt letter before this 
time. The truth is the only apology 
I ſhall pretend to make; and flatter 
myſelf, as veracity is not the leaſt of 
your innumerable. good qualities, that 
you will applaud my intention, and 
forgive my indiſcretion. Know then, 
my dear friend, that the ſecond day of 
laſt month I ſet out for Pen-hill, where 
I continued until yeſterday; in all which 
time I had not a fingle moment to my- 
ſelf. Mr. Floyer and his lady were fo 
extremely preſſing, and their company 
and converſation ſo perfectly agreeable, 
Ve oO chat 


— 
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N that I could not find reſolution enough 
to leave them; eſpecially as Mrs. Eger- 
ton has a ſiſter with her, a widow lady, 
who chiefly reſides at Canterbury. As 
I know you like to hear every incident 
that I meet with, and my droll deſcrip- 
tions have now. and then made you 
laugh, I will endeavour to recolle& 
every thing that can afford you any 
kind of amuſement. On qur arrival, 
we found aſſembled fix perſons, beſides 
the good gentleman and lady of the 
Houſe; that is to ſay, Miſs Corniſh, a 
couſin of Mrs. Floyer's; Miſs Floyer, a 

youn ger ſiſter of Mr. Floyer's; Miſs 
Diyer, a lady of her acquaintance ; Mrs. 
Prudence Squeam, a maiden gentlewo- 
man about forty; Mr. Harum, a Buck 
of the age, with an atniable diſpoſition ; 3 
and Mr. Scarum, the moſt noiſy, good- 
natured, generous mortal upon earth. 
Theſe, with Mr. and Mrs. Floyer and 
myſelf, 
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myſelf, was the party compoſed of. 
As we came before dinner, by the 


time the cloth was taken away, we 


were perfectly well acquainted; and 
every perſon was commanded by the 
maſter of the houſe to fing à ſong. 
As you very well know my talent does 
not lie that way, I am certain you muſt 
be under ſome concern for me; but I 
aſſure you I came off with great ap- 
plauſe; for the tune I meant to ſing 
(which was Gentle Sailor) was perfectly 
underſtood, and which was more than 
could be ſaid of half the company. 
Mrs. Prudence Squeam objected for 
ſome time to give us her ſong; but as 
we all joined i in requeſting that favour, 
ſhe at laſt gave us Tweed Side; and in 
ſo languithing a manner, that Mr. Sca- 
rum rapped out an oath, before ſhe had 
half gone through it, that he ſhould 
die of the ſpleen if it continued a mo- 
L 6 ment 
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ment longer; and without any ſurther 
ceremony ſung us Heart of Oak; but 
with ſuch an audible voice, that poor 
Mrs. Squeam was obliged to hold _ 
her hands to her ears. | | 

Several pretty ſongs, well ſung, were 
given us by the reſt of the company ; 
after which, the ladies withdrew to 
Miſs Floyer,is about nineteen, a very 
agreeable girl, of an engaging diſpoſition. 
| Miſs Corniſh is one of the divinities of 

the preſent age; her perſon and fea- 
tures are without exception the fineſt I 
ever beheld; but as if nature itſelf 
were jealous of her charms, ſhe is in- 
ſpired with ſuch affectation and conceit 
of herſelf, that ſhe neither moves, 
ſpeaks, or looks, without intirely ſpoil- 
ing the whole. Miſs Diver, a friend to 
Miſs Floyer, is about two-and-twenty z 
in . very indifferent, but endued 


* - 


with 


i 
with an uncommon ſhare of under- 
ſtanding; which did ſhe think proper 
to appropriate to a good uſe, might 
render her a truly deſirable companion. 
But ſuch is her misfortune, as well as 
that of all her acquaintance, that the 
leaſt imperfection in them appears con- 
ſpicuous in her eyes; and her wit is an 
inexhauſtible fund of enyy, malice, 
and detraction. Mrs. Floyer's amiable 
character I have deſcribed to you be- 
fore; and as to my own, you are too 
well acquainted with it to be deceiyed. 
I ſhall therefore be filent on that head; 
which perhaps you will think a ſpeci- 
men of my prudence; as few people, 
if any, are truly acquainted with them- 
ſelves. And if 1 fay, in general, we 
are apt to think better of ourſelves 
than our neighbours, I hope I ſhall 
give no offence ; as every perſon, who 
looks properly into themſelves, will 
b find 


3. 


IB find their good qualities greatly magni- 


fied, while their bad ones 229 unob- | 
ſerved. 

On the contrary, our cars are always 
ready to receive an ill impreſſion of 
our neighbour ; and one inadvertent 
falſe ſtep of his or her's ſhall out-bal- 
Jance ten thouſand good qualities. 
Were I now to ſay ſomething on ſlander, 
which is the prevailing taſte of the age, 
perhaps I ſhould be thought to have a 
contempt of faſhions, and ſhould 
thereby be eſteemed a perſon not fit for 
the modiſh ſociety. But to clear my- 
felf of that moſt important charge, I 
do abſolutely declare, that I a pprove 
much of the frequent alteration in 
dreſs, as it is a conſiderable advantage 
to the honeſt trader; but as to making 
a common practice of reviling our 
neighbours, it is moſt certainly a hein- 
ous offence; and the practitioner may 
. .- "be 


f 
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be well aſſured of meeting with his 
due reward. I am far from thinking 
every perſon means to injure his neigh» 
bour, by propagating what they have had 
with great certainty affirmed to them; 
but then let me aſk them, what good 
they mean ? Surely none-; therefore let 
every body do as they would be done 
by. If they can ſay aught to the ad- 
vantage of their neighbour, let them 
ſpeak out; but if not, let ſilence ſeal 
their lips. So ſhall their neighbours 


live peaceably in this world, * they 
in the world to come. 


While Jam on this ſubject, 1 cannot 
| help deſcribing another ſet of people, 
who are, of all ſlanderers, the moſt 
malignant; for bitter poiſon is in their 
hearts, and their tongues are as the 
ſting of an adder; |thefe are the buſy 
- meddling wretches, who run about 


| — houſe to houſe, ſeeking whom 


4 _— 
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ey may ſet at variance; when by all the 
wicked arts they can practiſe, they endea- 
vour to provoke you to ſpeak flighting or 
diſreſpectful words of your friends and 
relations. Their end thus anſwered, 
they with all ſpeed ſtep to the perſon 
who has received the ſuppoſed injury ; 
and with a large addition of their own, 
blow up a coal which may never be pro- 
perly extinguiſhed ; but with this pro- 
viſo, chat his or her name is never to 
be made known; by which you find 
there is ſcarce a poſſibility for the inno- 
cent to have any redreſs. Nay, theſe 
venomous ſerpents, when they miſs 
their aim, will not fail of inventing the 
whole; and rather than not ſet families 
and friends together by the ears, they 
would chearfully ſubmit to loſe one of 
their own. Of theſe ſnakes in the 
graſs, which you may always find out 
e their curious and ai diſpoſi- 


tions, 
* 


* 
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tions, I would have you and all your 
friends take particular care. Give them 
the time of the day, but by all means 
avoid their intimacy. So ſhall they; 
by their not being able to make a handle 
of you, draw down a greater load of 
guilt upon themſelves, whoſe venomous 
hearts cannot reſt without doing ill. 
. Thoſe beings I have juſt been de- 
{cribing are the greateſt peſts. of ſo- 
ciety. And to me, who have always 
had the greateſt love and regard for my 
friends and relations, and ſhould. be. 
miſerable if they did not retain the, 
ſame for me, they, conſequently, muſt, 
appear in the very worſt of lights. 
I fhall end this ſubject with an old 
proverb, which it would be proper for 
every ſlanderer to get by heart, that it 
may rebuke him when he has any thing, 
to ſay to the diſadvantage of his neighs, 


bour. 
* ; 
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 » Speak not of me, unleſs you know me well. 
Think of yourſelf, ere aught of me you tell. 


I beg pardon for this long digreſſion, 
and will immediately return to my plan. 
The day after we came was ſpent in 
reading and working, and the evening 
was crowned with a ball, The next 
morning, all the company, except Mr. 
Charles and myſelf, left Pen-hill. Two 
days afterwards, we were diſagreeably 
informed that Mr. Harum was run off 
with Miſs Corniſh, neither of which 
have ſufficient wealth to maintain each 
other. And what affecte Mrs. Floyer 
exceedingly, is, that the appointment 
was made at her houſe ; though I aſ- 
. ſure you, both the gentleman and lady 
were ſo very cautious, that not one of 
the company ſuſpected the leaſt tender- 


neſs between them. All our time from 


that to this, was ſo agreeably employed, 
that it would be mere tautology to re- 
h beit 


Tt ap]. 

peat it. I ſhall therefore leave the ſub- . 
ject, and repair to Egerton-hall, where 
I found Mrs. Egerton as well as could 

be. expected. Her fiſter is a very wore 

thy good woman, and is worth at leaſt 

eight thouſand pounds; which I fup- 

poſe will all center in her nephew. 
My compliments to Sir den and * 
| 2 and believe * HN 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 


My Dear Lady, Egerton -hall. 

R. Charles is returned from ts 
LYL Bath, where he has recruited 
both health and ſpirits. He found his 
mother much weaker than when he 
left her, and in all probability ſhe has 
but a ſhort time to remain here. She is 
therefore very preſſing to ſee Mr. Charles 
and myſelf made happy in each other 
as ſoon as poſſible; a requeſt, in her 
. preſent circumſtances, I cannot deny 


her. We have therefore fixed the tenth 
of next month for our nuptials; when. 
I I ſhall have the felicity of being nearly 
united to a family, with whom I have. 
been, from my earlieſt infancy, with 


the * friendſhip connected; and 
whoſe 
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Whoſe characters and conduct in life 
' have been through a ſeries of five-and- 
forty years unexceptionably blameleſs. 
Sir Edwin Buck has brought down a 
fine lady from the city, with a fortune 
in reverſion of twenty thouſand pounds, 
Laſt Monday the two Mr. Egertons and 


myſelf paid them a viſit. The contraſt 


between them is as great as you-can 
conceiye ; my lady is the pink of 'deli- 
cacy ; though I cannot ſay her perſon 
intirely ſhows it, for ſhe is exceeding 
pale and fallow ; her bones are pretty 
large, and ſhe is of a very ſtrong make; 
-which Mr. Egerton obſerved was abſo- 
Jutely needful, as ſhe was loaded to 

that degree with finery, that ſome 

women could not have ſupported it. 


Her fingers | were decor ated with ſuch a 1 | 


parcel of rings, that ſhe had great diffi- 
culty to move them; and her diamond 


ear- rings bore down her ears quite cloſe 


9 
ki n j 
| to | 
&# , . N 
4 po ' 


to her ſhoulders. I was not a little ſur- 


priſed at firſt to find her fo bedizened in 
her own houſe; but when I recollected 
from what part of the town ſhe came, 
my aſtoniſhment ceaſed ; there being 
nothing more common than for the 
citizens wives and daughters to dreſs 
n their Joweh,/ even in a morn- | 
hi 
My Lap 0 Ang as to thow 
us the houſe; which was as much 
loaded with furniture, as her perſon 
was — jewels. All the converſation 
a hiſtory of ker papa's grandeur 
ker you could mention nothing that 
was elegant, but her papa had the ſame; 
and when you named a man of quality, 
he was her papa's intimate friend; and 
in ſhort, the whole drift (if we were 
weak enough to be impoſed on) was to 
make us believe, that her papa was the 
richeſt man in the whole city, and the 
55 | moſt 
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. 
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moſt eſteemed of any one in it. Sir 
Edwin, who had been a fox-hunting in 
the morning, fell aſleep ſoon after tea, 
and awaked juſt as we were going. He 
endeavoured, indeed, to make an apo- 
logy; but my lady told him, it needed 
none; for in the n Fan 
were not obſerved. | 

I was much ſurprized to fad. the. 
dogs were - baniſhed the parlour, and 
to hear that my Lady was tied * | 
to no articles, 


Not a perſon in the beaches 
SES at my intended marriage; and 1 
propoſe to keep it as great a ſecret as 
poſſible. My beſt compliments attend 
Sir John and Mrs. Blatchfort; and 
believe me | 


YouRs, 


1 


TY dear Lady: Fitz Donald muſt 
now Prepare. to hear what ſhe 
has long been in expectation of; and 
therefore I hope the ſurprize will not 
be great. The morning after our nup- 
tials, which were ſolemnized with the 
utmoſt ſecrecy, Mr. Egerton was ſeiſed 
with a fit of the gout in his head and 
ſtomach, and was thought to have 
been in imminent danger. This ſud- 
den ſhock affected his dear wife to ſuch 
a degree, that from that hour ſhe took 
to her bod, and never after roſe from 


s.* © 


It is unpolüble to go throu TY a more 
affecting ſcene, than poor Sophia at this 


. time 


* 


r 4 1 

time endured. All my bufineſs was 
to go from room to room to give each 
of them as much conſolation as I 
poſſibly could. Mr. Charles was de- 
jected beyond meaſure, and I believe 
there never was ſo ſolemn a wedding. 
The day before Mrs. Egerton's death, 
ſhe called me to her bed-ſide, told me 
that ſhe was well prepared, anddefired 
I would not mourn - for het; and that I 
would take the utmoſt care of my good 
father-in-law, who had been to her the 
deareſt of friends, and the beſt of 5 
bands. As to your duty towards m 

ſon, ſays ſhe, you have but ta a 

your conduet towards your late huſ- 
band. And if my dear Charles <p 
what I have always taken. him to yy 
you will be. the happieſt of all your ſex; 

and as that is no more than your deſerts, 
I hope God will fo bleſs you, that you 
may live together to a good old age, 
M and 


Fa } 

and die with that calmneſs and reſigna-: 
tion, as your mother, who is now go- 
ing before you. Then riſing herſelf 
up in the bed, ſhe delivered me a few 
| lines, which ſhe ſaid ſhe had wrote 
with a trembling hand, and ordered 
me to carry them to Mr. Egerton, and 
then expired. I will here tranſcribe 
the lines, as I think they are not un- 
worthy: your peruſal. | 


Thou, who doſt all my worldly thoughts 
employ, 1 * 

Thou pleaſing ſource of all my earthly j joy, 
Thou tendereſt huſband, and thou trueſt friend, 
To thee; this fond, this laſt adieu I ſend. _ | 
At length the conqu'ror, Death, aſſerts his right, : 
And will for ever veil thee from my ſight ; Fa 
He wooes me to him with a chearful grace, 
And not one terror clouds his awful face; 
He promiſes a laſting reſt from all 127 
And ſhews that all life's pleaſing dream is vain: 
Th' eternal joys of heaven he ſets in view, 

© And tells me that no other joys are true. 
; oy $96 , We E91. * 5 But 


1) 


But love; fond love, would fain reſiſt bis ple; 
And yet awhile defer the parting hour: 


It brings thy mournful image to my eyes, . 5 


And would obſtruẽt my journey to the ſkies: _ 


But ſay, thou deareſt, thou unweary'd friend, 700 


Say, would'ſt thou grieve to ſee my ſorrows end ? 
Thou know'ſt a painful pilgrimage. I've paſt, 


And can'ſt thou mourn that reſt is come at lt? 2 


Rather rejoĩce to ſee me ſhake off life; 
And die, as J have liv'd, thy faithful wife! 


As I was ſatisfied theſe lines would 
greatly affect Mr. Egerton, I did not 


deliver them till he was pronounced 


out of danger. I thought, poor man, 


that be would have died at the peruſal 
of them. He turned pale, fell back in 
his chair, fixed his eyes at a particular 


point, and appeared inſenſible. But as 
painting out ſuch a melanchoiy ſcene 


to a perſon in your preſent condition, is 


quite improper ; I ſhall only tell you, 
that Mr. Egerton has ſummoned up 
philoſophy enough to be entirely re- 


1 __ 
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ſigned. My dear Charles has in 4 great 
meaſure conquered: his afflicti 
we are as chearful as can be expected, 
conſidering the late unhap y cataſtro- 
phe. I hope to write to 
ſoon; and am 
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LETTER, 


(Wt 


My dear Bend © eee 


- ceaſe of dear Mrs. Egerton, we - 
were according to the cuſtom of this 
eountry, obliged to pay Mr. Caſtleton 
and his lady, who are arrived at Bur- 
leigh- farm, a wedding viſit, which you 
may gueſs I had much rather been 


_ excuſed from. But now Jam married 


to the man ] prefer to all his ſex, may 
I be permitted to deſcribe my once en- 
vied rival. Methinks I hear you give 
your aſſent ; in conſequence of which. 
I ſhall boldly proceed. But firſt, as tc 
our reception. Mr. Caſtleton met us 
at the gate in perſon, as I once knew 
_ * gait and dreſs being tout A 
M 3 fait 


T OTwriTHsTANDING the late de- 
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Fit alamode de . Mrs. Caſtle- 
ton accoſted us with that freedom and 
levity which is peculiar to foreigners, 
and Which, with her broken .Engliſh 
and inceffant laughter at every word 
ſhe ſpoke, made her appear to me very 
different from what Mr. Caſtleton has 
| Oe her, in his letter from Ge- 
noa. It is true her perſon is extremely 
beautfal ; and if her complexion is 
natural, ſhe has the fineſt vermilion in 
her. checks I ever beheld. But I am 
ſorry to ſay, that by her converſation, 
according to the common phraſe, ſhe 
s but juſt eſcaped; and I moſt ſincerely 
wiſh ſhe may-ſo continue to: blind him 
with her charms, that he may not diſ- 
cern this flagrant imperfeRtion, |. . 
Burleigh- farm is, without exception, 
| the moſt rural ſpot that can be imagined. 
The houſe ſtands in the midſt af a fine 
Ws which Wag e end with ſheep, 
* 
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and continuing all ſeaſons in perpetual 


verdure, makes it a truly defirable ſitu- 
ation. Mr. Caſtleton and myſelf had 
little or no converſation with each other. 
Mr. Charles and Mrs. Caſtleton, being 


old acquaintance, ingroſſed all the diſ- 


courſe to themſelves. Our viſit was but 
ſhort, as my father was left quite alone, 


and who We found, at Our return, 
plunnged in the deepeſt melancholy. 


Poor man! Would it were in my 


power to alleviate his. diſtreſs || I give 


vou joy of your pregnancy, which I 


7 ſuppoſe gives, great pleaſure both to Sir 


John and yourſelf. My moſt ſincere 


compliments attend you, and Iam 


YouRs. 
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. Pear Lady, | | | 
Tan greatly ſurprized that A - 


make the leaſt doubt of my not 
ing you at your lying- in, as you 
are ſo deſirous of it. Surely, my dear, 
we have not left it to this hour to prove 
our friendſhip ! Believe me, nothing 


but illneſs ſhall prevent my being at 


Sutton- park the middle of next month. 
The deareſt and beſt of men will 
accompany me; but as his father can- 
not conveniently be left for any time 
by himſelf, he will be obliged to return 
again ſoon. It would charm you to 
ſee the affection and harmony that ſub- 
ſiſts between them. I am now more 
than ever convinced, that I never ex- 
Mg)! * perienced 


1-8 


e | 
perienced true felicity, until I became 
Mr. Charles Egerton's wife, who makes 
it his ſtudy to oblige me, and is only 
happy when he finds me fo. My good 
wiſhes attend you. Endeavour to keep 

up your ſpirits, and I doubt not of your 
doing well, notwithſtanding your fears 
to the contrary. Excuſe this ſhort 


LETTER XIII. 


0 F360 ed 1 bag rene hall, ; 
My Tone” Lady Fitz Donald, 


RAY tell me, if vou W can, 
what is the reaſon that we are ſo 
often baulked and diſappointed in the 
ſchemes of innocent pleaſures and 
amuſements, which we reaſonably pro- 
poſe to ourſelves. The divines tell us, 

that it is in order to wean our affections 
from any ſublunary confiderations, and 

to oblige us to look forward to that ſtate 
of our exiſtence, where every thing will 
be complete and perfect, and where all 
our wiſhes and deſires will be fully an- 
ſwered and accompliſhed. And indeed, 
I do verily think their anſwer is a very 
Juſt and reaſonable one, But now to 


1 Fo | apply 


Aar 
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Sons the Hae: to my own FN Tue 5 
day laſt was the day fixed on for ſetting 
out on our journey to Sutton-park; all 
the neceſſary apparatus was in proper 


order; and nothing, in appearance, 
remained, but our ſtepping into the 
chaiſe; when we were moſt diſagree- 
ably informed, that one of the horſes 
had run a nail in his foot, and was ſo 
lame, that it was impoſſible to drive | 
him. This, believe me, was a great 

diſappointment; but when I conſi- 
dered that five weeks bence would be 
- as early as I could be of any ſervice: to 

vou; I, as uſual, called my friend 
Pope to remembrance, and ended 
voured to convince myſelf that it was 
all for the beſt. 

You know my „ Hir aifpolition of 
od; and, thank God, notwithſtanding 
the innumerable croſſes, diſappoint- 
| ns, * of friends, and other afflic- 
tions 


_ aation;;' and though 4a times I have 
oem toq much way to! grief, yet 1 


* y the inftrudtions of my i 

an, I have been brought up to look on 
7 diſappointments of the world ae 
te affectionate chaſtiſements of our 
5 adorable and merciful Parent in the 


- 


4 
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I hope before this 


that Þ FEI the pleaſure of ſeeing 


* ; until which accept this 
as my repreſentative, and believe me 2 
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5. Mes. Ree leave 
to acquaint the readers, that 
her dear friend, Lady Fitz Donald, * 
lived but a few. weeks after this laſt 
letter was wrote; which, conſequently, 
put a ſtop to their correſpondence... And 
as the thread of her hiſtory breaks a 
_ abruptly, the thinks it neceſſary: to ins. 
form the public, that Mr. Egerton and 


herſelf continue to live in the ſame hat- 


- mony and love in which they were firſt © 
united ; that they haye been bleſſed with 
a ſon; ond that, with a conſcience vid 
of offence, and an intire reſignation to 
the will of Providence, they look . 
ward to the infirmities of old age, and 


the proſpect of death, with a confident 
hope of a joyful reſurrection. r 
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